Younger Persons’ Group Report- June 2010

Ruth Jarvis YPG Co-ordinator

Whitsun Activities with Chelmsford Borough Council

As I began to mentioned in our May Report our Voucher Project took off much better this time as the Sports Centres were used to using the system.  We are waiting for the final usage figure it is approx. £150.  This will be finally confirmed by CBC.  Personally I am very pleased with this Project & we have had some very encouraging feedback:
I visited 3 Schools in Melbourne.  I got two good take ups.  One receptionist was so helpful & knew exactly who she could offer some vouchers to.  This was a Family of 4 children.  I am awaiting their Feedback Forms.
A boy of 7 who needed more confidence took part in Indoor Football, his favourite game.  He also has played Basketball & was showing us how he passes & bounces the ball with pride.
Some teenagers went to the Teen Gym.  They really enjoyed themselves & are going off their own back.

One child received some vouchers through a visit I made to a Toddlers Group.  [Sibling to the Toddler in the Group]  The response was that the Mad Science Group was such fun.  Could she have some vouchers to try out something new?

Unfortunately another girl had to pay for her session as the Centre mistook the procedure.  This is the final voucher session for now.  We covered Feb half-term & Whitsun 2010.  Have a good relationship with Snr. Sports Officer. 
New Adult Volunteer Member for YPG

We are pleased to announce that Miss Anna Maria D’Angelo has joined YPG.  We are really looking forward to working together on behalf of CRF in the Community.  We also have another person who has shown an interest.  
World Cup Sponsorship @ Christian Growth Centre

YPG were approached regarding financial support mainly for the catering @ the 3 [ 4 ] England Games.  They have a huge warehouse & were expecting 200 people a night.  My friend & I were invited & it was great to see so many Youngsters having such a great time with their hooters, flags etc.
When I put this to CRF Healthy Eating was mentioned.  I was rather unsure about this.  I mentioned it to the Community Worker I have been liaising with & he said he would purchase some fruit juice & fruit.  The idea of cooking jacket potatoes & other healthy foods would not be at all feasible.  Their Catering Team was very limited & the cost for 3 nights x 200 would not be manageable.  The main reason being is that Young People much prefer a hot dog at these type of events.  I interviewed Stu at our follow up visit:
Stu & Team sent out 1,000 flyers mainly around the Westlands Estate.  Went on face book.  Advertised at their Fri Cafe’ for Kids, this is for Yr 6 transitions.  Some of their Academy attended & also local Parents.  They had 3 full houses & the 4th, 110.
 How did the coverage on the big screens go?  The fact that the event was free, kids relationships were built & the evenings were light-hearted.
How did our sponsorship help?  We would have had to ask for a £200 loan to get started with the purchasing of goods.  With your sponsorship of £400 we were able to go out & complete most of the shopping which was great as this relieved the pressure, we had a plan for each game.  We were delighted to work with you in partnership thank you so much.  Will send photos. 
How about the Healthy Eating aspect?  I did not think that this event was the place to be homing in on this.  This was a football match & it was more acceptable & practical to provide the spectators with a hot dogs.

Re-Healthy Lifestyles RJ – I do personally agree on this topic especially for Young People.  This is why YPG have been involved in Sports this year.  Healthy Eating is something I have promoted in a School over 5yrs & also in a Youth Groups     setting elsewhere.  We know there are issues & it is not that easy to deal with.  At our Youth Events whenever possible we will aim to address this & DEVELOP THE THEME
3D Exhibition – Still awaiting to hear from Chelmsford Library.  We sent in our application last week with a view to using the Gallery area in Spring of next year.  This needs to begin soon even if the Library does not transpire.  Every group we would like to invite to participate will be receiving a letter.  Toddlers, Pre-School, Primary Schools, Sec. Schools, Youth Groups & Chelmsford College [ Environmental Enhancement Team ]
YPG Banner – We were delighted to be able to display our new banner at the Meadgate Festival.  Fiona kindly brought it down to us.  It was a real Team effort . Thanks to everyone involved.
Volunteer connected with Performing Arts Event – Star Talents
I met with one of the Team recently.  This is a very high quality Show held @ Springfield Parish Centre.  This year the Young People are running almost the whole event.  It is a competitionon the lines of { x – Factor ] endorsed by the Brit School. Many schools & individuals go through the auditions.  This year every effort is going to be made to include William De Ferrers School. It is in it’s seventh year.  They do require some urgent financial support.  They have support from the Essex Chronicle & it’s not surprising with a show like this!  I have experience in this field & this is brilliant.  Date of show – Nov 27th 2010.
Why should we support this?

This is for Young People by Young People.  

Does this include Y/P from CHP Communities?

As mentioned above, Y/P from most of our local Schools will be taking part.

How much is required?

£500 to cover hire of the premises @ SPC for rehearsals in August prior to the show. / Could CRF possibly cover this?

£800 for 4 hand held radios [ inc. Case etc.  ] for Y/P to use whilst directing the show front & back. / We would like to propose that YPG fund these as £1,000 had been allocated in the YPG budget for August 2010 with the purpose of setting up a Performing Arts month, although we had Tutors a suitable venue could not be found & the Officers & I had to cancel this.
What’s in it for us?  PUBLICITY – lots!   Other events will be held throughout the year with this Group, opportunities for Partnership working.  We already have featured our links with YPG’s Community Award from last year through our new banner with Springfield Parish Centre showing photo of Students from Chelmsford College – Environmental Enhancement Project due to be officially opened for Olympic Games 2012.  YPG with the assistance of the Young Essex Assembly / youth Council has donated plaques to be mounted on wood, flowerbed fencing & a selection of flowers.
Planning Projects / allocating funds.  I would like to take the opportunity to explain that in running YPG we very often have Projects in the planning & / or being delivered.  It is a tight schedule.  Some events lead onto others.  I meet people & develop working relationships.  If YPG wait too long we will not be using our budget.  Last year working on my own most of the time I decided to aim for a Project each month as I wanted to try & use up the funding allocated.  Now as I have been warned Groups are more likely to approach us as other funding has been cut.  However, there is a limit to the time & effort we can devote to going around ‘finding people’ when those who need support & fit our remit are coming to us.
NEXT MONTH

Report on the Meadgate Festival  

