Younger Persons’ Group Coordinator Report October 2010
I have been limited a little this month time wise due to a bout of illness that prevented me getting out & about.  However, I have had plenty of time to think about the Projects YPG has in store.  When we got involved with the Star Talents Programme I thought that I might be able to sit back & observe but the situation could not be more different.  The Team Building training for the core Team members involved a considerable amount of preparation but was very beneficial both to the Young People & the Staff Team.  Anna our new Team  YPG member engaged really well.  Information sheets were produced & we have been handing these to the Team in the hope that they will remember the key points about working together & supporting & encouraging one another.  Following the Training I was invited to two meetings where the Youth Team got together & discussed the plans & the technical side which is of great importance.  I have met with John the Director of the show a few times now to discuss the lead up to the 27th Nov.  I was invited to Chelmer Valley High School to watch the audition but having arrived was asked if I would like to be on the judging panel which I gladly accepted.  I enjoyed the experience & the Young People were so friendly.  I sat next to the Producer one of the Youth Team & he kept an eye on my scoring to start with.  The young film crew came breezing past a number of times & then I was asked if I minded being interviewed.  Having had the training made all the difference as relationships had been built.  I also was invited to the technical afternoon when the radios YPG had sponsored with the go ahead from the CRF were first used.  Unfortunately the headphones that were sent were the wrong type but this did not prevent the use of the hand held radios.  These were accepted with evident gratitude.  When I saw the difference they made I knew that we had done the right thing.  I hope now that the correct headphones have arrived as they need to get used to wearing them.  I was then invited on the 23/10 to the first rehearsal.  One of the Team was working out everything on his computer as the timing needs to be very accurate.  Others were in the rafters dealing with the sound.  Not all of the acts were there but enough to combine the opportunity for both performers & the Team to continue getting ready for the big day.  I was taken a back at the standard of the show being led by the Young People.   Some  of them are performers & will be taking part to entertain but will not be in the competition.  If the event goes to plan I am already considering that an award could be applied for that has been recently advertised.  It would not be right to apply until we see the outcome of the show.  Anna & I have been invited to the finals.  I am thoroughly looking forward to them.
Market Stall:  Being designed by two of the Team for 13/11

Young people met me in town to select their resources.  This is another extension of the Project.  They will both receive a certificate for their work.
FUTURE PROJECTS  2010-April 2011
Overseas  link.  Encouraging a group of our residents [Y/P] to think about others by choosing & sending  some footballs to a project abroad.  Hopefully a link can be developed.
Funding for a Youth Project.  For Y/P by Y/P ideas need to be passed to YPG Team please, on-going. 
Parent  / Carer Evening  with a difference.  Fun workshops / Seated buffet / Speaker / Panel / Entertainment.  I have been working on this for a while.  Date  & venue TBA.  Spring Term 2011.

Spring  2 Life 3D Exhibition preparation from now until the end of March 2011.  Event at Central Library 4-17 April 2011.Theme is based on Communities, buildings, architecture, housing,  parks, people. We are now starting to visit schools, groups & clubs.  This is to involve as many Young People & Children as possible.  This main event has also been advertised in the Dec. Version of Your Home

  If anyone knows of those who might like to participate in any of the above please let me know.  YPG mobile 07912 516406
                                                                      Ruth Jarvis 

                                             Younger Persons’ Group Coordinator

