     Young Persons’ Group [May] Report 2011 – Ruth Jarvis Coordinator
1 - This past month has been a time of planning, preparation & research.  I prefer to be delivering a project but with the changes brought upon us working differently it can sometimes mean that past projects are shelved.  Decisions have had to be made for example YPG will not be present @ the Active Fun Day this year.  We have to be realistic, this year we do not have any Volunteers recruited as yet & so for myself working single-handedly I have decided to focus my efforts elsewhere.

2 - Recruitment of Young & Adult Resident Volunteers:

We have a main goal for this year as it reads above.  Our advertising will be renewed both for local notice boards around Chelmsford & use of the website much more frequently.  It has been difficult whilst coordinating YPG to cover everything & we could do with some expertise of Young People to assist with recruitment.  I would hope to see much more of a focus on YP & their involvement with the CRF.  The coverage of projects has made a start we have had some really good articles both on the CRF website & in Your Home but this needs to develop considerably more.  
3 – ‘Identifying’ YP/Children & their Families/ Young Adults who have Learning Difficulties [up to 25yrs of age]:

The reason I choose to continue to work in this field is because I have both covered it through employment & voluntary work over a period of 30yrs. During that time I have seen changes many of which have developed very well in my opinion & from what I have witnessed. Now we have to continue to be creative in how we work especially within the current climate.   My work has mainly been alongside YP.  I have helped to support young parents & their babies/children.  I have been involved with young adults who have Learning Difficulties.  YPG has had some excellent links over the past two years through sponsorship & our 3D Exhibition just recently with Thriftwood School, Mencap Youth Group & a group from Chelmsford College whilst working on a special garden in the grounds of Springfield Parish Centre to be officially opened in 2012.
Another main goal, with the approval & assistance CRF & CHP will be to adopt a procedure that is within Data Protection ruling to identify residents in order to approach them with a view to inviting involvement.  Without this we will continue having to estimate rather than know exact outcomes.  This is frustrating when good work has been achieved & exact involvement of young residents is not known.  It is also a loss of representation of work both for CRF & CHP.
4 - Summary of work being undertaken:

Edit photos from 3D Exhibition going out to groups who took part.  Also preparing set for a future event/display + Tim Hatcher
Draft Letter to go out to groups & Chelmsford Library – 3D Exhibition + Lesley Kitchen
Email to Director of Star Talents - RJ
Sort YPG resources - RJ
Coordinators Log continue to work on - RJ
Expenses RJ & YPG - RJ
Planning Prep Research – RJ/Officers/R.Canham/CRF/Ext. Agencies
Prep for meetings re-roles – Young Persons’ Group & Training Coordinators.  YPG – bringing new suggestions to the table RJ/O/RC
5 - Projects Activities: 
Sat 4/6 Star Talent Dance Auditions @ Springfield Parish Centre.  I am supporting the Team that YPG sponsored last year.  The performing arts have always been a particular interest of mine linked with YP.
Meadgate Fun Day Sun 3/7:
YPG is planning to join in the fun again this year.  We will be situated in a marquee alongside other groups & delivering arts & crafts.  We hope to use up our surplus resources. 
Damp & Condensation Project:

It is hoped that a DVD will be produced for the joint Conference/AGM in October 2011.  There is a considerable amount of work to do on this. 
6 - Meetings Training:  

New CHP’s Housing Policy Meeting – Tues 31st May 2011:
I attend as many CHP meetings as I can in order to gradually learn more about Social Housing.  I found it interesting to listen to the discussions @ this meeting although I feel that I am in the early stages of really understanding this somewhat complex subject.  Youth Work is my field & the main reason I am involved with the CRF. 
Annual Report CHP Meeting – Thurs 9th June 2011:
The past year seems to have flown by. I remember being very pleased & relieved with last years new style report.  How is this going to be surpassed?  Looking forward to seeing what transpires.

Anglia University – Research Skills Course:

I have links with a group here & have been invited to participate in a four day course.  I will be able to attend Weds /6/13/20 July but will miss the fourth day as I am due to be travelling to TPAS.  I have an interest in research in general & from previous involvement in Youth Pastoral Care Work in Secondary Schools in particular.  This I feel will be useful for YPG future projects & I can share my findings.  This course is free of charge.  NB – This is not an open course.
TPAS Conference 2011 –Thurs 28th – Fri 29thJuly:
I am really pleased to be given the opportunity to attend TPAS this year.  The workshops I have chosen focus on Young people with some Social Housing to help bring me up to speed.  It’s not just about training I am looking forward to networking & socialising.  It is most important to understand that we all are part of a huge outfit & TPAS helps to reinforce this.  Watch this space for my post Conference report.
7 - Finally, this is a strange time for me as although there are things to do & courses are coming up I feel a little redundant in terms of projects.    Meadgate Festival is fairly self sufficient & the Damp & Condensation DVD will take sometime & is not due until Oct 2011.  I get out of momentum if I am not working on a set piece of work so I look forward to our next project once it is agreed.
1 – Training Coordinator role:  We are in the process of setting this up. I offered to take this forward until someone else steps in. I am interested in training & so will support others in this as best I can.
RJ/Officers/RC/Benita Cook – supporting.  
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