	[image: image1.png]F

CHELMER. RESIDENTS. FORUA



West Chelmsford

(the Westies)
Area Forum

Venue :  Village Hall, Widford, Tuesday 27th May  2010 at 6 p.m.                  
________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________
Present                                                                               Guests 
John Worth (Area) JW                                                          Mary Chaplin (MCh)

Mick Hill( Central  Forum)   MH                                            Ray Canham (RSC)          
Michael Craven ( Area) MC                                                  Sandra Rush (SR)
Marjorie Rowe(AEA )  MR                                                    Brenda Brazier (BB)                                                                                                                        
Kevin Easton (Area) KE                                                       Hilda Woodward  (HW)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Fiona Stirling (Central)FS                                                     Todd Mebson (TM) Leaseholder
Lillian Taylor (Area) LT                                                         Lucinda Wildin (LW)Leaseholder
Trevor Ainsworth(Area) TA                                                   
Heather Worth (Area)HW                                                      Apologies Karima Ali(Area)
Daphne Godard (Area) DG

Benita Cook (Area S6) BC
                                                   

	Notes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 27th May  2010

	1.
	FS opened the meeting at 6.05pm and welcomed the guests. 
As Christa has resigned FS offered to take the chair for the evening. Unanimously agreed. 
	

	.2.
3.
	Minutes – minutes from 25th February. Corrections made to minutes and duly accepted as true and accurate expect 
Q.O.L . 
a. MCh introduced starter tenancies and explained about how CHP manages starter tenancies and what the proposals for changing them are. 

MCh stated that generally it isn’t good practice to give all new residents starter tenancies and that CHP has undertaken research to establish where they are of benefit. For example they do not appear to be necessary in sheltered schemes but they are useful for residents moving into flats. 

MCh explained that more resources are available to CHP since the introduction of starter tenancies and therefore CHP are more likely to adopt other methods of enforcement such as Acceptable Behaviour Agreements and demoted tenancies. 

CHP therefore proposes to put resources into the areas where we need them, including putting resources into the anti-social behaviour team and concentrating upon those areas where we know from our research that resources are required. 

Following discussion it was put to a show of hands at the meeting if people were in favour of the proposed changes. 

1 abstention, everyone else present in agreement. 
ACTION MCh to feed back to CHP on residents views.
b. BC asked about a property in Galleywood that she had looked at during an estate walkabout that was in need of urgent attention. 

MCh confirmed that the Estate Ranger has the details and she would expect it to come back to the team for action. MCh outlined the actions that can be taken for untidy properties and the support that is available should people choose to accept it. 

Several issues were raised directly with MCh, who undertook to take them back to CHP or the relevant parties including:

· Upkeep of path on private land  in Widford 
· Trees on private land over growing path by 2 new CHP properties
· Rubbish inc old mattress – flats at Widford Chase

· Rubbish to rear of shops, Forrest Drive, FS suggested CCTV cameras could be extended to cover the area as this was an ongoing problem for several years. 
FS suggested a Your Home article to highlight the problem of fly tipping and dumped rubbish.

Action RSC to feed in to Editorial Group 

FS also explained about the new residents environmental improvements group and how they are set up so that residents have control over the 100K budget.

	

	4
	Chair 
FS proposed that the chair position rotate to allow other people to try the position prior to elections in August.
Karima had put her name forward.

Michael and Mick also volunteered. 
Action: To start from June 2010 (MH)

	

	5.

	 Matters arising 
· 23 Andrews place – Reported

· Hunts Close – Parking reported to PCSO.

· Damp & condensation – FS reported been to CRF and feedback given.

· RG Francis confirmed as attending the residents conference.

· Electrical upgrades, issue ongoing with CHP>
· CRF Report –  to follow with minutes

· CRF action plan – completed and agreed.
· Events for this year (Following Malin Blom’s presentation to the last meeting). Agreed the following were worth pursuing:
· Cooking for your neighbours- this is where local young people cook a meal for older residents. The cost for this would be approximately £200 – Agreed this would be good and Thetford Court could be a good venue.
· Free running

· Beauty Course

· Animal care – FS to request more detail 

· Street Dance

· Wildlife clearing – FS to get date. BC interested. 
· Longmeads – 5th May. Wine and Cheese, reception, after funding from West Chelmsford. 7pm, Names for taxis to RSC.
 
	

	6.
	Thank you for Christa Bringloe 
FS said that the CRF had given Christa a thank you flower arrangement and card. 

HW unveiled designs for a cross stitch she is planning as a thank you from the West Chelmsford forum.  Suggestions were made and taken away by HW.
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	A.O.B. 
JW distributed leaflets he picked up from Police event concerning personal safety and bogus callers. 
JW stated Your Home had an article in it regarding re-vamping of garages and he wondered when Charwood would be done? 

Action: MCh offered to find out and report back. 
TM Queried if a leaseholder could purchase a 2nd property. 

Advised to contact Kunle Ojeleye, Leasehold Services Manager at CHP for further advice. 
BB Stated that her property was due for an electrical survey. Her electrical smoke alarm will be upgraded and she wondered why?

MCh stated she thought it could be as C02 detectors are now being included. 

BB added that she had received a call from CHP contractors saying they were in the area and could they call in. 

FS said that was valuable feedback as they should do that and she will report it back to CHP. Action FS 
LW Asked why communal areas in flats don’t have fire alarms?

MCh said she was aware the Estate Rangers Team Leader is looking at them and it is ongoing. CHP will report back to the forum on progress. 

MCh reminded people there is a Repairs and Asset management user group meeting on 21st May. Further details from MC or RSC.FS stated the CRF would be happy if someone from the group fedback to the CRF- MC volunteered to do this

	

	
	
	

	.
	Next Meetings:-   
                                 Tuesday  1st June             Thetford Court    6.00-8.00   
                                 Tuesday  29th June           Thetford Court    6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday 27th July              Thetford Court    6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  31st August        Thetford Court   6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  28th September  Thetford Court  6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  26th October       Thetford Court   6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  7th December      Thetford Court  6.00-8.00 
.
	


Signed as true record: ………………………………………………
Dated: ……………………………..
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