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CHELMER. RESIDENTS. FORUA



West Chelmsford

(the Westies)
Area Forum

Venue :  Oxnly House, Writtle, Thursday 25th March  2010 at 6 p.m.                  
________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________
Present                                                                               Guests 
Christa Bringloe (Chair, Area) (Central Forum) CB              Steve Rolstone ( A.S.B.)

John Worth (Area) JW                                                          Pauling Hobart
Roger Hobart (Area) RH                                                      Tim Roper( Local Borough councillor)
Mick Hill( Central  Forum)   MH                                            Malin Blom( Y.P. engagement officer)          
Michael Craven ( Area) MC                                                                                                          ton                                                                                  Marjorie Rowe(AEA ) MR                                                                       Apologies
Karima Ali(Area)KA                                                                Ray Canham 
Fiona Stirling (Central)FS                                                      Wendy King
Lillian Taylor (Area) LT                                                         Karen Garwood(C.S.P.O.)
Trevor Ainsworth(Area) TA                                                    Kevin Easton
Heather Worth (Area)HW                                                      
Daphne Godard (Area) DG

Benita Cook (Area S6) 
                                                   

	Minutes of the Meeting held on 25th February 2010 at Oxnly house

	1.
	Christa opened the meeting at 6.05pm and welcomed the guests. Apologies were received from Wendy, Kevin, Ray
	

	.2.
3.
	Minutes – minutes from 25th February. Accepted as true and accurate expect from minutes of meeting should read at Oxnly House not Thetford court 
Q.O.L .Steve Rolstone apologised for being late, he and Karen Garwood have been out on an estate inspection and Karen hoped to be along later but was also held up as she was attending to something at this time. SR attended in place of Monica as she is off sick. Steve reported that there had been one eviction in Wheatfield way.  This was partly due to the resident not engaging with CHP over A.S.B. problems. He had also served an injunction on a family in Writtle for A.S.B. Apart from that things had been pretty quitet. FS asked Steve if he would take back to CHP any other matters, which he said he would.

Lillian raised the ongoing rubbish situation outside of no 23 Andrew Place, She had been informed it would be remove by contractor but still nothing was happening some 4 months later People are adding to it .ACTION SR to report this back to CHP
FS raised the problem of people parking their cars on the corner of the junction in Hunt Close. If you are driving out of Hunts Close you have to drive in the middle of the road to get passed the parked school bus / taxi/ private cars that park there every night. If you are entering Hunts close and someone is coming out it is dangerous. FS stated she had had two near misses in the last couple of weeks 
The way the vehicles park also blocks some of the payment making it difficult to anyone with the pram/ pushchair to get passed. Addresses of some of those that park there were given Action SR to report to C.S.P.O
MC raised the state of garage site in Mill Lane Roxwell. SR asked if we knew if it was one of CHP, FS inform him she had the list of the garage site that had been handed back. Mill Lane was one of CHP Action Steve to report back to CHP
Steve left the meeting
JW raised the lighting problem at his mothers home in Duffield Road Great Baddow he asked for this to go to central forum because he had raised it so many times and still nothing was happening about it FS stated she felt it best if he attended one of the local area forum meeting and raised it there. ACTION FS to inform JW dates of Great Baddow area forum meetings 
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	Malin Blom . Malin explain what her job was and what effect it had on the younger people in the area. She is there to provide for the community. She went on the informs us of the project that were being done to improve the Westlands area
These are:
 Cooking for your neighbours- this is where local young people cook a meal for older residents. The cost for this would be approximately £200. Date for this can be set whenever you want it. 
Wildlife garden clearing at westlands- some funding for refreshments, £50. What is really needed is helpers for the day. Date is yet to be set but should fall in May/June 
Parkour (free running) –  starting a new set of sessions after Easter- each session costs £50 so could fund how ever many weeks you like!
Beauty course- looking to run a 6 week health and beauty course for teenage girls, no price for this yet. Dates to be confirmed once we find a trainer. 
Animal care programme - £500 
Break dancing- new project that the young people have asked for – dates not set yet. Approximate cost £50 per 2 hour session. 
Savernake Road park was also going to be hosting actives in the school holidays 
 She explain they were happy to run pretty much any type of project if the forum thought of  anything else then please let her know

FS explained to MB that the forum wanted to know what was happening in the area as there may be things the forum would like to support with some funding. Now we have this list we can start to form an action plan for the year. It would be good to work together,  once the forum have discussed them we will get back in touch with Malin Action West Chelmsford need to discuss the projects later
 Malin left the meeting.

 Christa asked Tim Roper if he would like to deal with his issues now- Tim asked if he could stay for the entire meeting 

	

	5.

	 Matters araising Longmeads -Christa reported back that at long last Longmeads House had set a date. 5th May for the wine and cheese gathering that will allow the CRF to get the PR for the funding they had received to help bring the building up to passing the fire regulations. Christa asked if any members would attend the evening which starts at 7.30pm. Action Micheal , Benita, Karima , Roger , Pauline. Trevor and Fiona all said they would attend John and Heather said they may.
Complaints follow up MR give details of her friend to FS to follow up why the broken glass was going to take so long to be replaced. Action FS will contact CHP about this
JW said that since making a complaint all work had been completed at his nieces home Action None needed
 
	

	6.
	Central forum report 
FS give a brief outline of the central forum report which everyone will receive with the minutes .It had been a very busy meeting. Starter tenancies had been discussed and the feedback from the forum was given to Terri Cochrane. TC had agreed to come along to all area forums and discuss in detail the other options now open to CHP as to dealing with A.S.B .There had been the feeling that residents used the starter tenancies as a comfort blanket. The CRF had not been able to do much apart from feedback from area forums residents feeling as TC had made it clear she had come to the CRF to consult about it not for approval. 
Service plans and Key Performance Indicators were discussed. The CRF asked CHP to look at making a DVD about dampness and condensation which could be launch at the residents’ conference. The CRF looked at the leaflet that had been produced for dampness and condensation, raise a couple of points about the layout. Tim Hatcher one of the members on the editorial board seemed not to think this had been through the editorial board but it had the seal of approval on it. FS asked LT and DG who are on the board if they could recall seeing this. They stated they have never seen it. Action FS to feed this back  
The CRF need to consult with its members over a recommendation that had come from CHP board over our constitution. The board while looking at the constitution had made a recommendation that those members on central forum should serve no more then three  terms of the new three year term 3X3 = nine years. As some members to do not have an officers/ coordinators role this would led to the most experience members having to leave the central forum at the end of nine years if they were still there. The CRF needed to know how the members felt about this. Should this rule apply to all? Should it only apply to officers? Action to take back to the CRF, members felt that if someone was willing to give up their time then they should not be penalised for it. That it would be damaging to the CRF to lose experienced members. As all members will be able to vote in the officers at the A.G.M.(not just central forum any more) it should be up to the members to decide if someone stays. 
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	Local issues for councillor.
Hunts close parking already raised

Paradise Road and Rectory road have been incredible dangerous during the winter months. TA had fallen on the pathway and been taken to hospital with three broken ribs and a damaged lung. Because the pathway is not level in becomes very dangerous when ice gets on it. The road is so bad because of the slope that cars coming down it end up in the lady’s garden that lives directly opposite it. In winter time cars can not get up it. Anyone walking down there has to stick to the pathway in fear of using the road would be more dangerous. It becomes virtually impassable.

Oxney House car park. Last month KA had fallen on the way out to the taxi causing her bruising over her legs, arms and hands. She had contacted the council about this and someone had visited the area. She was told by them on the phone that there was nothing wrong with the area. Tim Roper stated it was very dark and it seems a matter of lighting that was needed. Why had CHP not put lights up on the back of the building? FS said this would be taken up. It was pointed out that as this was a sheltered unit it would be far worst if one of the residents fell. MH also raised the foot path down to the bus stop was badly lit and the roots of the trees were pushing up through the pathway making it a hazard for residents to walk to the bus stop. MH has already contacted Tony Sash about this but nothing had come about.

Bus shelter Loves walk. This has been vandalised some time ago, reported to the bus company who stated they will get around to repairing it when they are ready. 
Issues about parking in Writtle were raised at the School, Fish and Chip shop and the Green. Tim informed us that although all were a nightmare it did have a calming influence on the traffic in Writtle   MC asked why the speed sign told you what speed you were driving at, surely it would be better to tell you if you were travelling too fast. Tim said the parish council had spent a lot money on the sign so it was not about to get changed. Parish councillors are being trained to use the radar speed guns.      ouse carpark
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	R.G. Francis.  This had been explained last month that the meetings arranged for R.G. Francis to meet with residents at area forums had not been well attended. Posters had been sent out to local people but still the up take was very low. This cost R.G. Francis money to pay staff for overtime, because of this it had been decided it would be best to invite them to the annual resident conference on 13th November and not have them attend any more area forums. John had been in contact with Ray Canham and Tony McDevitt about asking R.G. Francis to attend our area forum. The forum was asked if they felt R.G. Francis should be invited to attend our meeting. JW stated there was still ongoing problems which he explained to the forum  some details of the forum felt this should be taken up with R.G. Francis and as there is a direct line through to them  there was no reason for them to attend one of our meetings ACTION a vote was taken in favour of waiting to the residents conference for  R.G. Francis to attend  result carried unanimously 
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	Events and action plans
 BBC Essex. There was been no new about BBC Essex attending the green so plans are on hold. Jean Cakebread has not heard anything and it was supposed to happen in late spring. If it does to ahead there may be a problem about the sign at the pond due to a conservation order placed there even a sign stating Do not feed the Ducks is not allowed. Action no further unless we hear  different
There is plenty of things for the forum to get involved with since Malin has informed us what is going on, sadly there is only 6 minutes after of meeting time so it will have to be decided at the next meeting what we will do.  Action Next meeting
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	A.O.B. Transport FS asked everyone that needs transport to and from meetings /events to book it through Ray themselves. It must be their responsible to book a taxi if it is needed, preferable with as much time as possible before hand. The number to call is 01245 613074. Action residents  to request they own transport if needed
Electrical up grades   FS raised an issued that had cropped up while her home was having an electrical up grade. Her home had an inserted fuse board in the hallway at eye level, when the new fuse board was installed it is now a surface mounted board which projects from the wall 5 inches at head height. She has complained to CHP about this because for one thing, no one told her this was going to happen, because if they had she would have told them it was not acceptable. CHP have agreed to move the fuse board up to the top of the wall, but they were going to surface trunk the cables she said she did not want this and want to choose how the work was done, She agreed to pay for the channelling and make good of the plaster for the wiring to be set into the wall she has received a quote of £275.00. She is challenging this  but has since found out that putting surface fuse board at head height is a common practise in Writtle, she would like anyone else that has one to inform her about it Action MH stated he has one.
It is Marjorie birthday to day, the forum wished her a Happy  Birthday

Christa CB announced that this was going to be her last meeting due to health problems. She said she hoped everyone would carry on the good work that was happening and she would be keeping an eye on us. FS stated her had been a true asset to the forum and would be  missed, FS thanked her behalf of the forum and a round of applause was given. CB stated FS would be happy to stand in on a temporary basis but if anyone is willing to stand for Chair please inform Ray Canham before the next meeting. ACTION Elections will be held at the next meeting. 
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	Next Meetings:-   
                                 Tuesday 27th April   Widford Village Hall    5.30-7.30
                                 Tuesday  1st June             Thetford Court    6.00-8.00   
                                 Tuesday  29th June           Thetford Court    6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday 27th July              Thetford Court    6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  31st August        Thetford Court   6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  28th September  Thetford Court  6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  26th October       Thetford Court   6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  7th December      Thetford Court  6.00-8.00 
.
	


Signed as true record: ………………………………………………
Dated: ……………………………..
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