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CHELMER. RESIDENTS. FORUA



West Chelmsford

(the Westies)
Area Forum

Venue :  Oxnly House, Writtle, Thursday 25th February  2010 at 6 p.m.                  
________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________
Present                                                                                                Guests 
Christa Bringloe (Chair, Area) (Central Forum) CB        Steve Rolestone ( A.S.B.)

John Worth (Area) JW                                                          Jo Hartcourt (C.P.S.O..)
Roger Hobart (Area) RH                                                      Karen Garwood (C.P.S.O..)
Mick Hill( Central  Forum)   MH                                                      Apologies
Michael Craven ( Area) MC                                                   Benita Cook
Marjorie Rowe (Area)MR                                                       Heather Worth 
Karima Ali(Area)KA                                                                Ray Canham 
Fiona Stirling (Central)FS                                                      Wendy King
 Lillian Taylor ( Area) LT                                                       

Trevor Ainsworth(Area) TA                                                  
Kevin Eason (Area)KE                                                         
                                                         

	Minutes of the Meeting held on 25th February 2010 at Thetford Court

	1.
	Christa opened the meeting at 6.10pm and welcomed the guests. Apologies were received from Daphne, Wendy, Heather, Benita and Ray

	

	.2.
3.
	Minutes – minutes from 26th January. Amendments – present Heather Worth initials should be HW not H. Page 4 DD should be DG.  The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate account. 

C.P.S.O.report. Jo will be leaving the area soon. Karen stated everything in her area (Westlands) was very good at the moment with Malin Blom  doing  great things with the younger people and  working alongside the Christian Growth Centre which has had an  impact on trouble in the area.
	

	4.

	A.S.B. performance Report. Steve handed out the figures for the third quarter. He then went on to explain the number of A.S.B. reported in each area. Michael asked why Roxwell was not on the list Steve explained it was because no A.S.B. had been reported from there. Fiona asked why Widford was not highlighted as this is now our area. SR stated he had not been told it was .FS stated she had informed the A.S.B. officer in charge of that area that this was so. Steve went on the explain the different tools that CHP had to combat A.S.B .Mediation was now relied on greatly, If that did not work a demotion notice could be served   once a tenancies has been in place for a year. Steve stated a demotion notice is for a year This removed the assured tenancy  to replace it with a short term tenancy making it easier if it needed to go to court. Steve explained courts were very reluctant to go for repossession if small children were involved. The issue of properties not being very sound proof was raised, many residents have to put up with hearing things from their neighbours property which they would rather not have heard .Steve said it was one of the things he got asked about most. Could CHP do something about sound proofing? Steve said this was not possible because of the amount of cost involved. Steve informed the forum that CHP had invested in a £6000 machine which could detect the decibels of sound level. It also recorded the date and time making it much easier to prove. 
  Both C.P.S.O.`s and Steve left the meeting
	

	5.

	Matters arising  Actions from the last meeting. The minutes were gone through to check that actions had been completed as Steve had already left there was no feedback about what had been reported to Andrew Morton  about estate  matters. Action To speak to Q.O.L. as to feedback at meetings.
Posters for the Widford meeting were delivered to JW and Bob Whitman. Action completed 
Longmeads House Christa informed the forum that Longmeads had still not set a date for the forum to get the publicity over the funding it had received FS urged Christa to contact then or they may have to return the money if they went over the end of the financial year. Action. CB to contact them about this matter.

 Date of meeting MC questioned the dates of future area forum meetings in the last minutes. The list states we will meet in December but not in November. FS said this was correct as we are meeting very late in October and as we have the resident’s conference in November it would allow the officers of the forum a little time between meetings.
 Complaints follow up. At the last meeting two residents whose friends were dissatisfied with the service they had received were informed to make a formal complaint. FS asked if this had happened and what had occurred since then JW stated he did not know but would check and report back at the next meeting MR said her friend had been informed the broken glass would be replaced in six month time, FS questioned if her friend had made a formal complaint Action MR to give FS the address to follow up on  
	

	6

	 TPAS annual conference. This year’s conference will be held on 23/24/25th July .we are over subscribed with people wanting to go. The officers have to decide which residents will benefit the most from going. It will be decided within the next day or two as to who will go and all those wanting to go will be informed shortly one way or the other Action:  Officers of the forum to decide who will attend and inform those wanting to go. 
	

	7

	Central forum report FS gave out last month’s report which did not get sent out with the minutes. The new constitution had been accepted at the E.G.M. It had been agreed that all officers and coordinators will stay in situ till November when officers will be voted in at the A.G.M. This now means the elections of this year’s central forum representative will be effected. It will be up to the area forum to decide what they want to do about the period between March and August. Starter tenancies: Terri Cochrane had brought this to the central forum but it had not been on the agenda due to a mistake by the central forum, It is suggested that statistics show that people aged 18- 30 need to have starter tenancies as they cause the most problems.  The forum was asked their response to this. It was felt that all resident should have a starter tenancy as you never know what you are getting and there had certainly been problems with the over 55`s in this area. If it stops only one or two that cause the problems it will prevent many residents having to endure the suffering caused by that person.   FS apologised for not remembering all the other matters that should have come to the area forum tonight, Full central forum report will be sent out with the next minutes
	

	8
	Elections As already mentioned the area forum must decide if elections will go ahead this year for the central forum representatives whose term of office ends in April. Action:  it was agreed by an unanimous vote to leave the central forum representative Mick Hill in place till the next election. . FS informed the forum that next year they would need to decide on the other central forum rep whose term of office comes to an end in April 2011and what will happen then  
	 

	9
	Budget. FS went over the proposed budget for next financial year, for West Chelmsford. Fiona explained all the chairs of area forums and some groups had met to discuss the allocation of the budget. Last year some areas/ groups had not used much of their budget while others had exceeded theirs. It was therefore proposed that a working budget of £350 be given to each of them. This would be for paying for any venue that was used, printing of flyers, refreshments. Payment of £15 per meeting would be introduced for any sheltered units used; this would give something back to the residents of those sheltered units used as they pay a service charge for the communal room which includes heating and lighting. While we are using it they cannot. There would then be a set aside budget which each of the area forums groups could apply to central forum to use for events. Action The forum agreed with this 
	

	10
	Event and plans for 2010/2011 April- open meeting to be held at Widford Village hall booked for 5.30-730 on Tuesday the 27.4.10. Apart from a Sunday this is the only time that is available as the hall is used for lots of things making it very busy. Action Fiona will get the local pub to put up a flyer  to advertise to local residents the meeting will be going ahead
 Christa informed the forum that BBC Essex with Ray Clark would be coming to Writtle  green sometime in late Spring in connection with  Jean Cakebreads second book about Godfrey and as the forum had been involved with events in the book it would be a good idea if we did something  CB suggested an Auction. FS stated the forum need to be cautious of not going over budget like last year’s Goose Festival where the estimated costs increased.    Action: Ideas needed
Because Malin is doing so much work in the area it may be a good idea to invite her to our meeting to find out if there is anything we can do to support her. This could also include the younger person coordinator as she also has been doing work in our area. Action An invite needs to go out to Malin to attend our meeting
	l

	
	Any Other Business
JW asked about the meeting with R.G. Francis. FS informed the forum that the meetings had been held in Meadgate, Melbourne and South Wooden Ferrers JW asked if there would be a meeting in our area FS stated that it would most probable be at the resident conferences in November that R.G Francis would be involved with meeting up with residents John stated he was disappointed but Fiona explained there had not been a great deal of take up and that it cost resources to do this type of thing.

Lilian reported the rubbish still outside of No?? Andrews Place which people were adding to. MH informed her rubbish is going to be cleared by a contractor. Action MH will speak to Sandy James over this
LT also report a possible misuse of a tenancy Action FS will report it.
MC informed the forum that the choice of floor coverings for kitchens was very poor; choice is limited to only 5 designs mostly of a dark colour. The contractor had told him this was CHP decision .MC said it was too late to complain as it was being laid on Monday. He stated the flooring that had been removed was better then the one due to laid Action this needs to be feedback to CHP
 MR reported the bus shelter by Loves walk had still not been repaired, as it has been reported to the bus company, there is not much more the forum can do.
RH informed the forum that his neighbours had been speaking to the van driver just before a pile of rubbish was dumped on the garage site by him Action to inform CHP RH feels this is a waste of time as no one is taking any notice but feels a notice stating NO FLY Tipping, where people could see it, would help to 
Prevent this.

.

MC asked if anyone knew what garages had been handed back Action FS to bring the list to the next forum meeting
Mc brought to the attention of the forum that personal details were being forwarded in emails from people that he did not know Action FS will take this up with CHP

Gary Bellamy has asked for residents interested in going to look at other housing estates and compare them to CHP  Action Those interested to contact Gary directly 


	

	.
	Next Meetings:-   
Thursday  25th March        Oxney House      6.00-8.00 
                                 Tuesday 27th April    Widford Village Hall    5.30-7.30
                                 Tuesday  1st June             Thetford Court    6.00-8.00   
                                 Tuesday  29th June           Thetford Court    6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday 27th July              Thetford Court    6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  31st August        Thetford Court   6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  28th September  Thetford Court  6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  26th October       Thetford Court   6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  7th December      Thetford Court  6.00-8.00 
.
	


Please use the back door at Oxney House not the front door
Signed as true record: ………………………………………………




 Christa Bringloe
Dated: ……………………………..
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