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CHELMER. RESIDENTS. FORUA



West Chelmsford

(the Westies)
Area Forum

Venue :  Roxwell Memorial Hall
18 August 2009 at 6 p.m.                  
________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________
Present                                                                          Guests  
Christa Bringloe (Chair, Area) (Central Forum) CB    Ray Canham(R.I. manager)RSC

Roger Hobart (Area) RH                                            Andrew Morton(Estate Ranger)AM
John Worth (Area) JW                                                John Dobson (Essex County Council) 
Heather Worth (Area) H                                             Chris Pavitt (Local resident & Chair of 
Daphne Goddard (Area) DG                                      Roxwell parish council)
Kevin Eason (Area)KE
Marjorie Rowe(Area)MR
Mick Hill (Central)MH
Michael Craven (Area)MC
Benita Cook (S4 member)

Apologies

Wendy  King(Area)
Karima Ali(Area)KA

Fiona Stirling (Central)FS

Lillian Taylor 



	Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 18th August at Roxwell Memorial Hall.

	1.
	Christa welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Chris Pavitt explained that he would have to leave at 6.30 for a prior engagement.

	

	2.
	Matters arising: - 

Amendment:  

JW noted some of his AOB were not recorded on the last minutes. CB noted this and apologised for the oversight. She said that all AOB would be recorded in future. 

Minutes were read and signed as a true and accurate record.

Equality & Diversity – CB noted this item will be carried over to the September agenda.

	

	3.
	Essex County Highways Department. 
Mr John Dobson introduced him self and explained about the structure of the Highways department and his role within it. 

Copy of his presentation attached. 

Questions: 

Where there is a bus route, do you prioritise that? Example being Forest Drive in Chelmsford.

A Any pot hole over 75mil is considered dangerous and will be repaired. The rest have been left at Forest Drive because it is due for resurfacing.

What about the pavements in Dukes Street?

A  Both sides of the road are due to be resurfaced this year.

Why was the Highways function taken away from the Borough?

A Essex County Council had an agency function. All the work now goes to 1 main contractor, although they may sub-contract.

Do you look after garage sites?

A These are most likely to be CHP or the Council.

Can you do anything about parking on verges, affects people in Writtle and elsewhere.

A Verges could be CHP, council or in some cases highways. 

John undertook to check the ownership of the verges at Fosters Close, Writtle.

AM pointed out that even where CHP has responsibility we have no powers of enforcement.
Could you attend these meetings twice a year?

A John explained that he couldn’t attend too many meetings of this nature as his main link was through Parish councils and it was suggested, supported by Chris Pavitt that the forum may like to form closer links with Parish Councils. 

Does your department undertake Weedkilling?
A Yes. We spray 2 – 3 times a year and visit to check on sprayed sites to make sure the weed killer is working. 
John was thanked for his contribution and left the meeting at this point. 

	JD


	4.

	Feedback from Estate Ranger 
Andrew Morton was personally thanked by residents for his actions to resolve issues at overgrown garage sites, removal of accumulated rubbish and clearing of weeds
neighbourhood watch issues.

Skimming devices on ATM's in Moulsham Street  - Andrew warned members to be aware and report anything suspicious.

A fake telephone survey from an alleged bus company that is profiling for age and when people are travelling has been reported. It is thought this is to find out when people are out of the home. 

	

	5

	Garage Sites

Kay Caldwell, Director of Housing Services will be at the next CRF meeting to discuss garage sites.

	

	6
	Feedback from Central Forum

Mobile office. First meeting with Kay yesterday went well; a second meeting is going to be held.
Items from area for your home There will now be a slot each central forum meeting so items can be forwarded to Tim at the meeting. It is up to the areas to get any items to Tim to go into Your Home.
Occupational Therapist (OT) . The disability action group is working with CHP on issues concerning adaptations, they have asked CHP to consider having a occupation therapist the staff to help ease the burden on getting adaption’s done.

RSC stated that CHP wouldn’t directly employ an OT but could employ the services of ECC or other agencies OT services.

Resident’s conferences: 24th October at Essex Record Office, Wharf Road, Chelmsford AGM will be held followed by the conference. 

Lots of changes are proposed to the CRF constitution. A special meeting has been arranged for 25th August Myriad House. 2.30pm any one wishing to attend can.

R.G. Francis. When R.G. Francis attended central forum they were happy to meet with residents as to over issues concerning gas services. These are going to be arranged. RSC mentioned that they could be invited to a meeting of the West Chelmsford Forum. 
Satellite dishes. Because of the switch over in 2012 and the concerns many resident have about communal aerials it is felt that Your Home needs to run an article about what is going to happen so that all residents understand what is going to occur. 

Harvest for the Hungry. Funding by Central forum a press shoot will be at Chelmsford cathedral Tuesday 1st September at 9.45am, we need members to attend, anyone willing please. 

DG, MC & MH will all be attending. 

Halloween night Last year Melbourne area run a fish and chip night for the elderly on Halloween night, this year it has been suggested that all the areas run one big event. 

Members thought this was a good idea. RSC to report back to Malin Blom.

Badges . Distributed to all members present.
Code of conduct a statement has been agreed before the code of conduct is rewritten. 
This document is set out to encourage more residents to attend meetings and events and to protect those who do.  

The CRF has a Code of Conduct in order to ensure that meetings and events are conducted in an orderly, constructive way and where participants can feel free to contribute without fear of intimidation.

Signing up to the Code of Conduct is a requirement for membership of the Area or Central forums and residents associations affiliated to the CRF. However the code also applies to guests present

Constitution, Central forum met for a special meeting to update the constitution in line with the framework another meeting is set for 25th August at 2.30 pm any one wishing to attend please do so. 

	RSC



	7
	Goose fair: 

The event cost £750 to put on, we got back £333.84, Total cost of event £416.16 

The meeting agreed to donate £100 to the RSPCA

DG stated she was disappointed with the coverage in the Essex Chronicle. CB agreed and noted she had been misquoted. 


	 

	8
	Tree planting and art/ painting competition at Longmeads House.
12th Sept 2-4pm at Longmeads House, Writtle. 

Fiona organising the plaque. 

Tree is oak tree, 2ft tall. 

Art exhibition suggested by Longmeads. Writtle library will hold the entries and pass to CB. At end of month.

Cream Teas and games for the children will be available on the day.  Jean Cakebread will read a story.

Posters and flyers done by CB.  

Tim Hatcher will take photos on the day. 


	

	9
	Contact list 

Passed around and updated by members where necessary. No objections received. 

	All

	10
	Any Other Business
JW – Issues from last walkabout passed to CBC.
Trees at footpath from Waterhouse Lane to town. MH to raise with Borough Council.

DG Raised issue of ASB in park to rear of neighbours property. RSC to raise with PCSO’s and ranger to make them aware. 

Feedback from TPAS conference. RSC fed back positive outcomes and ideas from TPAS conference.


	MH
RSC

	11.
	Next Meeting:-Tuesday 22 September 2009 – Thetford Court 18:00 – 20:00 

MC & BC gave apologies for their non attendance at the next meeting.
	


Signed as true record: ………………………………………………




 Christa Bringloe
Dated: ……………………………..
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