	West Chelmsford 
(the Westies)
Area Forum
Venue :  Thetford court, forest drive on 28th September 2010 at 6 p.m.                  
________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________
                                                             
Present                                                                Guests 
John Worth (Area) JW                                       Steve Morgan( neighbourhood Coordinator)SM

Mick Hill  ( central/ chair) MH                            Ray Canham (Resident Involvement manager)RC           

Karima  Ali Doswell (Leaseholder) KAD            Pauline Hobert   (PH)                       

Michael Craven ( Area) MC                                                                                                                                                                                 &nb sp;                                        

Fiona Stirling (Central)FS                                              

Heather Worth (Area)HW                                       Apologies
Daphne Goddard (Area) DG                                      Kevin Eason(Area)

Benita Cook (Area S4)                                            Trevor Ainsworth(Area)

Roger Hobert (Area ) RH 

 Marjorie Rowe( Area )MR

Yvonne Randey (Area ) YR                                                                         

	Minutes of the Meeting held on “ 28th September 2010 at Thetford Court, Forest Drive

	1.
	 

MH opened the meeting at 6.10 and welcomed the guests. 
	 

	2.
	Q.O.L. SM reported that Malin Blom would be doing baking with children at Thetford court on20th October.  YR expressed concern that the scheme manager had not told the residents this was going ahead as Tuesday was bingo night. MH assured her it would have been arranged and it would take place before bingo begins .SM also stated Malin would be doing something on Halloween night in our area.

SM stated he would find out about Tim Roper as he had been un-contact-able for some time.

SM will report to Gary that the fencing is at the back of No 38 Charnwood avenue not No 42

JW asked if anything was going to be done about the low branches on the tree he reported last month. SM stated because it was in someone garden it was not classed dangerous and children should not be in someone’s garden.

YR asked if anything could be done about the trees that blocks a resident’s widows as a resident can not see out of her window at Thetford Court. This had been requested before. SM will make enquires. 

 
	 

	3.
	P.C.S.O. none attended.  MC has contact PSCO at Roxwell and left information about dates as requested by her.
	 

	4
	 Minutes from 31st August 2010 Amendments KAD name misspelt- LT was present at the last meeting but not recorded

  Under matter arising- JW pointed out it was not No 42 Charnwood avenue but No 38.

MH signed them as a true and accurate account

 
	 

	5.
	Matter arising; Dealt with under No 2 Q.O.L
	 

	6

 

 

 

 
	Unofficial secretary and post of vice chair. FS has been doing the minutes and the secretary role for West Chelmsford unofficially for some time now. FS feels it should be opened up for anyone else that wishes to take on the role also it would be good if West Chelmsford had a vice chair. Fs requested everyone around the table share some of the work.  Names should be forwarded to RC , elections will take place at the next meeting  for both posts
	 

 

 

 

 

	7
	Conferences / training There is a three day CIH conference being held at Stansted on 9th/10th/11thNovember. The schedule was handed around, anyone wishing to attend on any one day should forward they name and the day they wish to attend, No over stay will be  provided nor will taxis. Transport will be by bus from Chelmsford or car.  TPAS eastern region meeting to be held on 27th October at the Chelmsford Football club  12.00-3.00pm Anyone wishing to attend should forward they name. Benita , Michael and Karima requested to go.

FS handed around the Voluntary Sector training handbook and asked members to look if there were any course they may wish to attend. Course and name to be forwarded if anyone is interested in going. YR requested a Health and Hygiene course for a resident of Thetford Court who does a lot of cooking for the unit. Action FS will find out if level 1 has to be completed before someone can attend level 2. RC will find out about the free course run at the  Parkside hub
	 

	8
	Resident conference/ A.G.M. being held on 13th November from 10.00am till 4.00pm. A.G.M. at the Essex Record office. Wharf Road. The A.G.M. will commence first with all members present being able to vote on those standing for officers posts. There will be a question time with CHP directors straight afterwards. There will be a prize draw but only those who stay when it is drawn will be able to win it. There will be an invite posted out to everyone with more details on it. Transport will be arranged for those who need it.  
	 

	9
	Malin dealt with in No 2 Q.O.L.
	 

	10

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11
	Central forum report. MH went over the September central forum report that is sent out to all members. He announced that Peter Coleing the Forum’s Chair had resigned and he was acting chair till the AGM.  FS added that this had increased the workload on both of them as officers especially with the A.G.M approaching.

 RC explained the propose of the V.F.M. group. FS explained that central forum had been asked to delivery a report to CHP board on what the forum had  achieved in the last six months

This will not just be about central forum but all of the CRF. West Chelmsford points have been- taking on a new area and raising the awareness of the local people that we exist by holding a meeting in that area. Working with Malin on projects she is doing in the area.

Some members of central forum had made a visit to Pinnicale, CHP out of hours service call centre in Canning Town to see how it worked. It had been a very useful visit. Members had found a problem with dealing with residents that were on the response list Suggests had been taken on board.  A report has been written and will be put on the CRF website

There is to be a updated version of the new Resident Involvement Strategy  that central forum members have been working on published on CHP website very soon It will most probable go onto the CRF website too

 

 A.O.B.
DG raised the issue of residents that do not fit in at Andrew Place being placed there. Most residents that live there are in their 80/90 and recent void properties have been let to people with drink problems that do not maintain their properties or mix with the other residents. Since this has occurred two of them out of the five have been found dead, there has not seemed to be anyone supporting these people and both LT and DG are concerned the close knit community will be ripped apart and turned into a ghetto. Someone from the Housing Option team and Sandy James will be invited to the next meeting so this can be discussed as it is not a CHP decision to home these people but the council’s .Concerns were raised about there being one rule for some and not for others

2. RH reported a caravan that is parked in the lay-by very close to the block of flats in Fosters Close that has been there for some time. The owners are occupiers of a ground floor flat. It is not in a very good state of repair. Concerns are that it may be being used as another bedroom SM will investigate

3. RH wants to thank Gary for tiding up the garage site, there are quite a few vacant garages so it may be a good idea to leaflet drop the local area to make people aware that there are garages to rent. SM will take this back

4. MR would like to thank CHP for the discretionary gardening service she receives it has been a great help.

5. The committee was informed that at the TPAS annual conference an award ceremony happens each year . One of the categories is that of Resident Involvement Officers, it has been suggested that Ray Canham be forwarded for this, the committee unanimously agreed 

6. MC raised the question about the turn around period on void properties. He questioned the length of time a void property had been  in St Michaels Drive. 

 

 

 MH closed the meeting at 7.20pm
	 

	.
	Next Meetings:-   
                                 Tuesday  26th October       Thetford Court   6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  7th December      Thetford Court  6.00-8.00 
  
.
	 

 

 

 


 
Signed as true record: ………………………………………………
 
Dated: ……………………………..
