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CHELMER. RESIDENTS. FORUA



West Chelmsford

(the Westies)
Area Forum

Venue :  Thetford Court, Forest drive on 27th July  2010 at 6 p.m.                  
________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________
Present                                                                   Guests 
John Worth (Area) JW                                            Councillor John Hunnaball CH
Kevin Eason (Area) KE                                          Jenna Oram(Resident Involvement coordinator)
Karima  Ali Dowsell (Area- leaseholder) KAD        Gary Bellamy ( Estate services manager) GB                     
Michael Craven ( Area) MC                                    Olive  Hyland  ( PCSO)                                                                                                                                                    Marjorie Rowe(Area ) MR                                       Amy Byne(PSCO) waterhouse AB           
Fiona Stirling (Central)FS                                        Absent                                      

Pauline Hobert                                                         John Masek
Trevor Ainsworth(Area) TA                                                    
Heather Worth (Area)HW                                       Apologies
Daphne Godard (Area) DG                                           Mick Hill( central )MH
Benita Cook (Area S4)                                           Daphne Godard( area)
John Masek Area NR  JM                                           Lillian Taylor area)
Roger Hobert( area) RH                                              Yvonne  Radley

	Minutes of the Meeting held on 27tht July 2010 at Thetford Court, Forest Drive

	1.
	Trevor Ainsworth was acting Chair. TA opened the meeting at 6:05 and welcomed the guests. Apologies received from MH. DG, LT. YR.  TA welcomed  the guests and everyone around the table introduced themselves.
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	Q.O.L.
Gary gave out handouts of the performance figures for clearing and gardening and went over the figures with everyone. He also explained that the Estate Rangers now post inspect repair jobs done in communal areas. Since this has began the failure rate has dropped from 25% to only 4%. 
GB explained the purpose of the Environment Improvement Committee that now oversees what environment improvements get done. The Committee is made up of up to 15 residents and they have a budget of £10,000.00. FS raised the question of how was the gardening competition judged.   GB confirmed it was judged on photos only this year but this may change.  FS raised concern if it is only judged on photos people can cheat.  Anyone wishing to join the Committee should contact GB.
GB went on to explain why communal areas had to be kept clear of anything put in hallways such as doormats, pot plants and other items, even mobility scooters were not allowed. CHP are looking into providing some sort of storage for these. All other things will be removed as the Fire Service insists this happens .FS stated while it may be an inconvenience, we should consider the welfare of firemen that may be called out to deal with a fire and the problems they may have tripping over things they do not know are there.
TA stated it was the same when he was a postman and delivering post to some of the flats GB stated by having the communal areas back to sterile concrete area’s they were less of a  Health and Safety issue as well as a fire hazard. 
A.O.B. for Q.O.L 

JW brought to the attention of GB number 42 Charnwood Avenue back garden fence is falling down. As it backs onto the garage site, the residents have concern’s his two small children may get out of the garden, also his garden keeps getting all the rubbish in it from the garage site. JW was asked if the resident had informed CHP of this. This had been reported but the resident had received a response since.  ACTION GB to have a look at where the job is on the fencing programme and inform the EI Committee as childrens safety is involved.   
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	P.C.S.O.
AB informed the Committee that she had been in contact with the CBC about lorries parking outside of Thetford Court using the pavement to get their vehicles size off the road so other road users can get passed. This occurs also while deliveries are being made to the shops in Forest Drive. Concerns are that residents from Thetford Court are crossing the road from behind lorries and have had near misses with road users (witnessed by AB).  It was suggested that someone writes a letter to CBC about the situation asking for some street furniture to be put in to stop the lorries from parking there (railings). Action FS will draft a letter from the Committee and inform the Older Person Co-ordinator to do the same on behalf of the residents of Thetford Court.
AB also informed members about being careful of any scrap dealers (Rag and bone men) going around, not all are legal, anyone that notices a lot of cycle bikes on the back of the cart /lorry should try and take the vehicles Registration Number and inform the police. Action All members.
AOB for PCSO
FS reported the parking situations in Hunts Drive/Hunts Close is still bad. AB stated there needs to be an obstruction before they could issue a ticket such as a wheelchair could not use the pavement to get passed or the vehicle was within 18 meters of a junction. Also it’s a highways issue.   Action AB stated if this was the case to inform Mark Wilshire that deals with the Writtle area. 
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	Minutes from 29th June 2010 (two small changes in spelling) accepted as a true and accurate account.

	

	5.
	Matters Arising
Matters arising for Councillor Hunnabell
JW and KE reported parking problems in Charnwood Avenue. CH stated it was a highways issue. FS stated they had been invited to our meetings but do not show up. Would CH have any influence with them? He stated they should have. CH informed the Committee of the names of Jude Deakin for CBC, Lorraine Cobbold and Graham Pooley all Councillors for our area.  MH had not been able to get in contact with Tim Roper for him to attend this meeting.  FS informed CH if he could look into why there was no dropped kerbs in Cramphorn Walk as we have a member with a mobility scooter that is finding it very hard to get around the area. Action CH was given the name of the member.

Other Matters Arising
JW stated that since the last meeting his electrical upgrade had been done properly not to have surface trunking, the fuse box had been replaced.  JW informed the Committee that the darkness of the walkway next to his Mothers property had now been discussed with CHP.  It is proposed that a light may be fitted once other residents have been consulted upon it.
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	Chair’s Position
FS spoke about the position of the vacant chair.  Election will be held at the next meeting.   FS informed the Committee MH was willing to stand; anyone wishing to be considered needs to put their name forward to the RI team seven days before the next meeting.
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	Central Forum representative election
Election for anyone wishing to stand as a Central Forum representative should put their name forward to the RI team as soon as possible. Election for one place will be held at the next meeting also. MH and FS will decide between them which one of them will stand down this year they may chose to re-stand MC, BC, TA, all requested permission to attend the next Central Forum meeting as observers which will be held on 18th August.
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	Central Forum Report
FS handed out June Central Forum report.  FS stated July report would be sent out with the next set of minutes. FS reported to the committee that there had been a request from CHP that the officers all stay in position at the November election. The Chair Peter Coleing had already announced he would be standing down at the beginning of the year. Central forum had considered this request but both the secretary and the chair had announced they would not re-stand. Central forum also could not take that decision as all members of the forum have a right to vote on the officers at the A.G.M. Action Election will do ahead at the A.G.M. in November .
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	Events and Malin Blom As reported last month Malin’s funding had been in doubt and her valuable job for the community was at stake. The £300 project, cooking for the elderly at Thetford court had been switched to teaching children how to cook at Westlands school in September Central forum had agreed this could go ahead. It has now been decided that Malin will be funded to the end of her contract so we should be able to do some more projects. Action FS to find out from Malin what projects are going ahead    
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	A.O.B.
1.  BC showed everyone the post of the Essex extravaganza that is going ahead at Hyland house on Thursday 5th August12.00pm -4.00pm and stated how good it was last year , she stated she was saddened it had not had much publicity 

2. FS  informed the committee CHP has properties in sheltered accommodation for immediate let, the criteria for anyone interested was that you must be over 60 years old or 50 years old receiving Disability Living allowance to qualify. Anyone interested should contact the Voids and allocations

3. GO give out leaflets on the English and Maths project being held in Melbourne. There has already had one successful course, the next starts in 11th August Anyone interested should contact the R.I.team 
4. TA reported back on the TSA working party meeting for the local standards that need to be agreed by October. Concerns were raised over sending paperwork out to both joint tenants in a property, some members felt this was not V.F.M.. Action TA to take this back to the next meeting  

5. MC reported back from the assets and repairs group - 600 surveys will be sent out for consultations, with three groups involved over users/ under users and users
TA closed the meeting at 7.40pm
	

	.
	Next Meetings:-   
                                 Tuesday  31st August        Thetford Court   6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  28th September  Thetford Court  6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  26th October       Thetford Court   6.00-8.00
                                 Tuesday  7th December      Thetford Court  6.00-8.00 
.
	


Signed as true record: ………………………………………………
Dated: ……………………………..P
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