	_________________________________________________

Notes of S5 Area Forum 3 July 2009 at Tusser Court

Present

Margaret Martin (MM) – Chair; Central Forum

Judith Shephard (JS)  – Area Forum

Beth Walker ((EW) – Area Forum (note-taker)
Sue Cornelious (SC) – Area Forum

Reg Gilbert (RG) – Area Forum

Jean Gilbert (JG) – Area Forum

Neal McGregor (NM) – Area Forum

David Lazurus (DL) – Area Forum

Fox Mulder (FM) – Area Forum (new member)

Trevor Butler (TB) – CHP (Estate Ranger)

Malin Blom (MB) – CHP Resident Involvement Co-ordinator

Mike Dench (MD) – CHP Community Development Officer

Apologies: 

Ruth Jarvis (RJ) - Area Forum; YPIC; Central Forum

Ray Canham (RSC) (Resident Involvement Manager) 

Not present: PCSO

The meeting began at 14:05



	1.
Introductions

MM welcomed everyone, especially the new member, FM.
	

	2.
Minutes of Last Meeting


One correction to the minutes of the last meeting, viz the decision to take our own notes, was agreed.  MM would amend accordingly and sign as correct.
	MM

	3.
Matters Arising


JG reported that the washing line at 1 – 7 Worcester Court had been 
mended.

Re the widening of the service road at the back of the Meadgate shops and the matter of providing honeycomb paving on the green in Lathcoates Crescent, TB reported that he’d recently met with John Whitelock (JW) of Chelmsford Borough Council (CBC) on site.  The provision of honeycomb paving is highly unlikely to be approved, though other possibilities would be investigated, eg the arrangements in Sawkins Avenue and those in place further up Lathcoates Crescent.  TB would report back in due course.

There was a discussion about the bollards along the edge of the pavements in Bramwoods Road, about which TB had also talked to JW.  Since this is primarily a matter for Essex County Council (ECC) Highways Department, TB and NM would continue to press Mr Vale, NM’s contact at ECC, about the replacement of missing bollards and the poor standard of the replacements that have been done.  NM and JS also complained about the inconsiderate parking of commercial 
and industrial vehicles, which also caused damage to kerbs, on pedestrian areas in Lathcoates Crescent.
	TB
TB, NM


	4.
Guests

The meeting welcomed Malin Blom (MB) CHP’s Neighbourhood Engagement Coordinator and her newly-appointed assistant, Mike Dench (MD), Community Development Officer.  MB reminded the meeting about the Great Baddow Community Action Group, which was interested in matters such as anti-social behaviour, drug and alcohol awareness, litter and Post Offices, though this was mainly a political issue, and could help us realise our action plans.
	

	5.
Training


There was nothing to report.
	

	6.
Wednesday Walkabouts

TB briefly reported on the most recent walkabout in Reader’s Court.  Members had already been provided with the findings in writing.  There would be an additional walkabout on Sunday 5 July in Meadgate.  It emerged that FM had not received a copy of Your Home.  TB would investigate.
	TB

	7.
Meadgate Fun Day


SC reported that MB had advised her that it would be best not to have a Tai Chi instructor present at the Fun Day.  Through the Chair, RJ inquired whether there would be space for YPIC to have a stand at which she intended to organise two children’s competitions.  This would not be a problem.
	

	8.
Action Plans

Family Day out: Through the Chair, RJ reported that King’s Coaches had provided her with a quote for a trip to London on Sat 21 November 2009 that would include the South Kensington museums and return via the West End Christmas lights, without a guide, of £475 in a 48-seater coach.  If we wanted a guide this would be £180 extra.  This would need to be booked urgently and the meeting agreed to ask RJ to book the trip without a guide asap.


Cookery Course: EW reported that the frustrations continued.  Chelmsford College had revised its verbal estimate of c£520 to a written one contained in an email from Hilary Hicks, of £780.  The meeting agreed that this was too much and that we should pursue the approach that Melbourne Area Forum had pursued.  MB reminded the meeting what had been done there, the cost of which had been c£530, a great deal of which had been expended on the provision of a dinner party for elderly people.  The cost for S5 was likely to be c£400 - £450.  Students would also receive a Food & Hygiene Certificate.  It was agreed that we should proceed along these lines.  MB would contact Sandra Rolf, the course tutor in the Melbourne project.  EW would remind her.  It was envisaged that the course would be for single adults setting up home for the first time.  There would be no age or gender discrimination.  TB would obtain data regarding single occupancy CHP premises in Great Baddow.  EW and SC would draft a letter to be sent by CHP, in order to comply with the Data Protection Act, offering these residents places on the course.  The draft would be sent to MB and MM for approval before the letter was sent.  MM would contact the Scheme Manager at Purbeck Court regarding the use of their facilities.
	MB, EW
TB
EW, SC
MM


	9.
Meadgate Shops Service Road


This matter had been dealt with under Matters Arising.
	

	10.
Meadgate off-road Parking


This matter had been dealt with under Matters Arising.
	

	11.
National Tenant Voice (NTV)

Members had been sent a copy of information received by SC who had attended a recent NTV meeting with Peter Coleing (PC), Chair of Central Forum.  She had found it far too short to be informative.  The meeting felt it would be helpful if PC were invited to attend the next meeting to update us about NTV.  MM would invite him.
	MM

	12.
CRF: Report back from Central Forum

MM reported that the Central Forum had discussed whether R G Francis should continue to be their contractor.  It was likely that they would.  It had also discussed a recent National Housing Federation document and CHP’s Essex Extravaganza to be held on 06 August.
	

	13.
Any Other Business


FM had a number of issues about Chelwater, including parked vehicles blocking the access road.  He would take these matters up with TB privately.


Since her kitchen was “falling apart” JS asked when properties in Lathcoates Crescent were due to be refurbished.  TB advised her to contact Marion Jordan at CHP.


FM felt that the empty shop in the Meadgate Centre looked shabby and asked what plans CHP had for it.  The meeting was told that the leaseholder still owned the lease and until he either sold or relinquished it, options were limited.  FM said he’d like to see it used as a drop-in centre, if only temporarily.

FM drew the meeting’s attention to two organisations of which he felt the forum should be aware, viz Essex Gay Men’s Initiative, and In Touch which supported vulnerable people and those with mental health problems.  He would provide further details if they were required.


JG asked who was responsible for the cleaning of guttering and reported a gutter that was blocked.


FM drew the forum’s attention to a petition by an owner occupier in Chelwater against the application by the British Legion for an extension of its licence at weekends on the grounds that Chelwater was a family housing development.  FM felt strongly that the petition against the licence extension was wrong since, firstly, not all occupants were families and, secondly, that the inconvenience would be minimal or non-existent.


DL suggested that S5 follow Melbourne Area Forum’s example and change its name to something more relevant than S5, which meant little to anyone outside CHP.  It was agreed to defer the matter for fuller discussion at the next meeting.


JS raised the matter of the area outside the Meadgate Shops, which was littered and untidy.


Cont

Any Other Business (cont)
TB informed the meeting that towards the end of the year, CRF would have access to a mobile exhibition unit in the form of a trailer that could be used as a drop-in centre or as a venue for area forums, making them more accessible to those who could not easily travel.  It could also be used on Walkabouts so that residents could drop in and discuss issues regarding their areas.

EW reported that at a focus group in connection with the recent mock short-notice inspection of CHP a few residents had said they were unaware of area forums.  She suggested that as part of the “welcome pack” given to new residents, there could be a letter from the Chair of the local forum giving information about meetings.  MM said Central Forum had frequently discussed ways of recruiting new members to area forums, that this and similar ideas had been discussed before, but that she would raise it at the next Central Forum meeting.


Also following on from the short-notice inspection, DL said he would like to raise a discussion on the issue of Scheme Managers.  This would be deferred to the next meeting when more time could be devoted to it.


DL further suggested that we sometimes meet in venues other than Tusser Court to make area forums more accessible to people in other parts of Great Baddow.  JG said she would be prepared to open her home periodically as a drop-in centre for this purpose.  Further discussion of this matter was deferred to the next meeting.


TB informed the forum that Gemma Engle from the Anti-Social Behaviour Team would attend our next meeting.


SC drew the meeting’s attention to the fact that the dates of S5’s meetings were almost entirely wrong in the latest edition of Your Home.  EW said the number of errors in Your Home was incomprehensible given that it was a quarterly publication and deadlines were therefore far from tight.H
	TB

MM

MM

MM

MM

	15.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be on Friday 7 August 2009 at Tusser Court.
	


The meeting closed at 15:33.

