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_____________________________________________________
S5 Area Forum
Held on 3rd April 2009

Minutes

Present

Trevor Butler (QOL Team)

David Lazurus (DL)
Christine Henry (CH)
Judith Shephard (JS)    
PCSO Karen Lucas (PCSO KL)
PCSO Jo Osbourne

Ray Canham (Resident Involvement Manager) (RSC)
Maggie Hyam (MH)(Note-taker)
Apologies:  Ruth Jarvic (YPIC, CRF and Area Forum)

                   Jean & Reg Gilbert (Area Forum)



	

	1.
	
	Introductions
	

	
	
	Everyone present briefly introduced themselves.  Ray explained that this meeting would probably be slightly different to normal as Margret was not well and taking a break at the moment from the forum – he would be meeting with Margret next week to see what her thoughts were with regard to continuing as Chair.


	

	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	Minutes of Last Meeting 
	

	
	
	Minutes of last meeting were read and agreed as a true record.
	

	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	Update from PCSO’s
	

	
	
	PCSO Karen Lucas reported that there had be a recent increase in Crime in the Great Baddow area (during her annual leave) but this was now coming down again.  She updated the forum on the work they have been doing with Malin who had been looking at the lack of facilities for young people in the area.  There had also been a public meeting in Meadgate that Karen had attended.  Malin was looking at a trip to a BMX track. Karen said they were open to any ideas of how they can help in this residential area – mother and toddler groups were mentioned.  The Great Baddow youth facility was going to increase their opening hours by 30mins on 3 nights a week.

RSC told those present that Malin had been working in NW Chelmsford up until now with good results..  CH said that she would like to help out with some of the youth work.

ACTION:  Trevor took Christine’s address and will ask Malin to forward details.

The PCSOs left the meeting at 2.30 p.m.

	TB

	4.
	
	WEDNESDAY WALKABOUTS
	

	
	
	Trevor produced the feedback from the Wednesday walkabouts for everyone and went through it.
CH discussed with Trevor a problem with her gas fire which hadn’t been safety checked since she’d been there.

ACTION:  Trevor fed back to relevant department at CHP and arranged for someone to come out and visit CH.

ACTION:     Trevor to invite all members to the walkabouts.

JS discussed with Trevor parking around Lathcoates and the possibility of the use of a piece of land that belonged to Parks Department.  Trevor said he was meeting with the Parks Manager on Thursday and will talk with him.  Trevor also said he had been looking at a gridding system. 

ACTION:    Trevor to talk to Parks Manager.

DL said he thought the pathway round the back of Meadgate was dangerous for the elderly and could do with a dropped kerb.  Trevor pointed out that he had marked some areas during the walkabout in yellow paint that were to be repaired.  However he didn’t feel that the pathway needed a dropped kerb as he felt the risk was minimal.  Discussion re the need to assess the likelihood of accidents alongside the cost of repairs.

DL said there was a lack of car parking and the rental of garages.  Trevor said that most of the garage sites were owned by Chelmsford Borough Council and managed by CHP – they were still awaiting a decision as to what to do with these sites.  Some of the sites are earmarked for immediate development.

CH asked about whether it was possible to rent a garage.  Trevor said she needed to talk to Voids and Allocations.

Trevor said he would look at possible parking spaces being created in the garage area.

ACTION:  Trevor to look at possibility of creating spaces with the garage area.
Judith said that during the snow and ice this winter several elderly residents had been housebound due to the slippery service and whilst she understood that there couldn’t be salt bin due to the youth element was there anything else that could be done – i.e. a special surface laid.  

Trevor said that the snow this winter had been exceptional (worst for 19years) and the cost would be far to expensive for something that doesn’t occur very often.  

Discussion re liability and risk.

Trevor left at 3 p.m.


	TB

TB

TB

TB

	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	Action Plans
	

	
	
	RSC said that the Action Plan for this forum needs to be reviewed.  Either Helen or Trevor will be on the Wednesday walkabouts and will feed back into these meetings.
RSC said it was good to have the PCSO’ s present as it gave tenants the opportunity to talk to them.

DL asked how they could attract more people to the meetings.  RSC said that workman and rangers would soon be distributing Resident Involvement cards to interested parties when they were out on visits.  RSC said we want to demonstrate that the meetings make a difference – discussion re timing of meeting –most meetings were in the evenings, however there were for and against evening meetings.

Christine left at 3.15 p.m.

JS said she often felt she came along and listened and went away feeling they hadn’t achieved anything.  

RSC said that sometimes activities designed to attract attention can take over from the core business.   DL agreed and felt they needed to focus on the area.    

Discussion re training, budgets etc.  RSC said the forum needs to work in partnership with CHP to channel energies back into the local neighbourhood.

JS suggested something like an MP surgery to take account of individual issues.  RSC said a member of the Quality of Life Team (Trevor or Helen) would be present at each meeting.  JS said they never seemed to hear feedback if things had been done.

RSC said he would be visiting Margret next week and see what she wants to do.

DL said he’d like to see them expand the membership of this group and become more positive.


	

	
	
	
	

	6.
	
	Summary of Meeting
	

	
	
	RSC said he really appreciated everyone’s input.  DL said he was really keen that the meetings continue but focus on core business.  JS said she felt really positive that that would be good.
RSC said people don’t tend to come out to a meeting unless it is something directly affecting their area.

DL asked if the basic purpose of these meeting could be spelt out at the beginning of the next meeting.

RSC said that people have accepted the need for change but it would be a gradual purpose – he said he didn’t want to lose good people.


	

	
	
	Meeting closed at 3.55 p.m.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Date and Time of next meeting:
2 p.m – 4p.m  Friday 1st May 2009  at  Tussers Court,  Meadgate.
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