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_____________________________________________________
S5 Area Forum
Held on 1st May 2009 at Tussers Court
Minutes

Present

Helen Gregory(HG) - QOL
David Lazurus (DL) – Area Forum
Ruth Jarvis (YPIC, CRF, Area Forum)
Judith Shephard (JS)   - Area Forum
Beth Walker (BW) – Area Forum
Reg Gilbert (RG) – Area Forum

Jean Gilbert (JG) – Area Forum

Ray Canham (RSC) (Resident Involvement Manager) 
Maggie Hyam (MH)(Note-taker)
Sue Cornelious  - Area Forum
Apologies:  Margaret Martin (Chair – Area Forum)

Not present: PCSO



	

	1.
	
	Introductions
	

	
	
	Ray welcomed everyone and said that Margaret had sent her apologies, but had produced an agenda.

	

	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	Minutes of Last Meeting 
	

	
	
	Minutes of last meeting were read and a couple of corrections agreed.  Apologies omitted from last minutes, Ruth Jarvis, Jean and Reg Gilbert.  These were agreed as at true record.
	

	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	Items reported to Helen
	

	
	
	A resident reported suspicious activity involving a car and people around the shops which she felt could be drug related.  Helen asked if she saw it again to get the car registration and HG would feed back to the police.
Ruth said the signage round Readers Court and Dorset Avenue was a nightmare and cabs could never find her address.  Discussed possibility of notice showing numbers of properties on the recess road round back.

David said it was the same in his area (Meadgate Avenue) 

Jean requested that Worcester Court be added to parking signs.  Discussion re the impossibility of policing the parking problem.

ACTION:  Helen noted this and would report back.

Sue brought to the forum’s attention the depth of the steps to the doors at 2-8 Bramwoods Road which is causing difficulties for a blind resident with a walker.  She’d like to be able to access the back garden and can’t.

ACTION:  Helen suggested the first course of action should be the resident consulting with Social services/Occupational health and then reporting back to the forum.

Sue also said the above resident could do with a Whirligig washing line.

ACTION:  Helen noted this.

David said that a visitor to his block had commented on it being very dark at night (nos 77  - 91) – discussion whether the lights fitted worked or not or were on a time switch.

ACTION: Helen said she would check.

Beth said that the gate that leads to the drying area at Bramwoods Road had been replaced but they had left the old gate there.

ACTION:  Helen to report back.

Ruth asked if it was permissible to hold BBQs on communal land.

Helen said as long as it wasn’t causing a nuisance this was fine.
Ray said that he would ensure that these items were reported back on at the next meeting.

	HG
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HG

	4.
	
	WEDNESDAY WALKABOUTS
	

	
	
	Discussion re the walkabouts - enquiries about future dates and Judith asked about the feedback to Trevor last month re parking in area – grids etc around Lathcoates.
Beth mentioned the area around the back of the shops near Co-op/Chelwater.  Helen said they were looking at widening the service road around there as it becomes a quagmire in the winter and for a grid to the Lathcoates greensward.
Reg Gilbert said he felt that dropping the age limit to 55 on sheltered housing had let to an increase in cars as younger residents often had sons or daughters with a car as well as their own car.

Wednesday walkabouts were able to deal directly with what effects the daily life of the residents and it was useful to have QOL (Trevor and Helen) on the ground to answer lots of the questions.

ACTION: Helen to check with Trevor and to forward to MH list of dates to distribute.

	

	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	Training
	

	
	
	Ruth said she had attended a brilliant course on Volunteers and the Law and also brought along several information leaflets for people to see.  Any one interested should contact resident involvement.
Ruth also said she had passed her Health and Safety course.

Judith and Ruth had been on an IT course for the day.

Ruth said that she was also booked to attend a Marketing course on Saturday 9/5, Food Hygiene on 23/5 and Monitoring and evaluation on 10/11/12 June.

Helen also mentioned a course she had been on with regard to Mental Health Awareness.  She said it helped to remove the fear around dealing with people with mental illness.
Ray spoke about financial awareness training and how CHP were looking to becoming involved with a credit union.  Discussion followed around Credit Unions – further details will follow when finalised.


	

	
	
	
	

	6.
	
	Ray – future of Area Forum meetings
	

	
	
	Ray explained his aim that area forum meeting should reflect what is happening locally.  He said that there were lots of things taking attention away from the locality.  These things like fetes etc can take a lot of time and effort.  Ray suggested that in larger areas there could be one –off drop in meetings – he gave the example of the recent one held in Stock that had been very successful.
	

	7.
	
	Budgets and Action Plan
Ray said that CRF are still finalising their budget.  He also said that some of the Action plans are quite elaborate  and we need to hold off reviewing that until Margaret returns.
	

	
	
	Ruth went through the costing for a trip to London which had been included in the action plan with a budget for £600 written in.  The costing with Lodge Coaches including a museum, boat trip and guide had come to £22 per person making a total cost for 12 families of 4 of £1056.  However Judith said this included insurance and with a guide included there would be no need for forum members to accompany the trip.

Ruth said she would get another quote.

Discussion followed re taking a deposit if this was agreed so that people would be committed to going. £10 a family suggested.

Beth asked if the cookery course for single young people would still be going ahead.  Ray said the budgets had only just reached CRF and was a little lower than hoped.  Beth said she had costed the course which would be held at Chelmsford College as £500 for 10 students including ingredients over 6 weeks.

Ray said he thought that the cookery course sounded too good an opportunity to miss as it was meaningful/cost effective/and dealt with issues on the ground now – discussion again around getting commitment from attendees – e.g. paying £10 a week and getting this back on completion of the course.   Also discussion re childcare costs.  Ray said there could be other funding out there to cover some of these things.


	

	
	
	
	

	8.
	
	Malin Blom
	

	
	
	David queried an email he had received from Great Baddow community action group.  Beth had received one too. Ray said these were from Malin who was now working in that area.  Helen suggested that we invite Malin along to the next meeting to tell us more about what she is doing.

Maggie to invite Malin to next meeting.
	MH

	
	
	
	

	9.
	
	A.O.B.
	

	
	
	Helen requested that Maggie include her in the minutes when they are sent out.
ACTION:  MH to forward minutes to Helen.
	MH

	
	
	Meeting closed at 3.55 p.m.
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Date and Time of next meeting:
2 p.m – 4p.m  Friday 5th June 2009  at  Tussers Court,  Meadgate.
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