[image: image1.jpg]CHELMER RESIDENTS FORUM




S4 Area Forum
Minutes of the meeting held on 26th May 2009
Venue: - Olletts, Danbury
Present:
David Stevenson (CF/AF Vice Chair)  (DS)


Ray Blanks (CF/AF Chair) (RB)


Mike Craven (S6 AF) (MC)


Benita Cook (AF)



Victor Nash  (VN)


Mary Weddle (MW)


John Barker  (JB)


Kate Disley  (KD) 


Caroline Lambert  (CL)
Guests:
Debbie Willson (Neighbourhood Coordinator) (DW)


Maggie Hyam (Resident Involvement – note taker)

	Minutes of last meeting
	Ray welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The minutes were read, agreed and signed as a true record.  
	

	Matters arising
	Meeting at Mackie House – Ray commented that the last meeting at Mackie House had been an open meeting with good attendance.  
Parking Galleywood – Debbie reported back saying that the PCSO’s were going to step up their patrolling of the area.   There was also consultation going on regarding fencing re residents that were facing the school.
	

	QOL
	Ray opened the meeting for residents to bring forward issues in the area.  
1. Overhanging trees in Ramsey Fields making area slippery.  

ACTION:  DW to check out and report back.
2. Resident requested “grab rails” to help her get in and out of the house.  Debbie said Occupational Therapist should have carried out an assessment and sent a recommendation with CHP.

ACTION:  DW to follow up on this.

3. Resident complained that weedkiller had been put round the edge of the gardens and was killing the grass.
Debbie reported that Ken Boomsma would no longer be covering this area as he was being moved to another area.  Andy would be now covering this area.

4. Resident reported several bikes been locked up around a lamppost which was hindering the grass cutting.

5. Comment that area was very dark due to little lighting – Ray said this could be due to the new ECC initiative to cut down on street lighting.

6. BC asked how members of area forum could get to sit on Central forum and RB explained that they had to be nominated by the area.
Ray said on behalf of the forum he wanted to thank Ken for all the good work he has done in the area.  Members agreed that Ken had always been very helpful with their issues.   Ray said he hoped that in time Andy would be able to attend their meetings.

Ray also congratulated Gary, Ken and Trevor in passing the NVQs.
As there was no PCSO’s present there was no feedback, Ray asked if Debbie could follow this up.

	DW

DW

	Central Forum
	Ray introduced Maggie as the new Resident Involvement Administrator.  

Website – this was now up and running and Ray urged everyone to take a look – www.chelmerresidentsforum.org.uk
David asked if we could also look at inviting the Parish Council to these meetings as they might be able to help with Tree issues.

RB said the new Resident Involvement Framework had been accepted by Central Forum.

Training Co-ordinator had resigned and so the position was now vacant.

RG Francis’ regional Manager and Tony McDevitt had agreed to attend the next meeting – any questions to Maggie please asap.

Grounds maintenance - a few service charges had errors in them and refunds will be issued where necessary.

RB said that information on the Housing Xtravaganza on 6th August had gone out with Your Home- this should be a good event – if you want to go please let Maggie know.  CRF will be there.

JB mentioned cases of Bogus Callers in the area and asked everyone to be aware.


	

	QOL
	Two more residents joined the meeting at this stage and raised the following issues.
1) Weed killer that had been applied by a CHP worker was killing flowers and Grass in the area and they said other neighbours were complaining of the same issue.

2) Unnecessary felling of trees was discussed.  Also Leylandi hedge in Little Baddow road was obscuring the visibility in the Road,  RB said it might be worth bringing up with Highways (Liam).

ACTION:  DW agreed to check this out.  

DS and RS said there was a Chelmsford Borough Council mobile team that cover Danbury and Galleywood that can help people with council issues – details are on their website.
3) Youth nuisance – discussion re youths living in garages of CHP properties.  DW took details and will check out.
ACTION:  DW agreed to check this out.  

RB said it was important that people didn’t have to live in fear.  CHP have a dedicated Anti-social behaviour team to deal with issues.


	DW
DW

	Next Meeting
	Ray said that he will leaflet the Woodham area prior to the next meeting on 26th June – residents asked for a map. 
Denise Kent  (Director of Commercial Services)  and Kay Caldwell (Director of Housing)  have been invited to the next meeting.  Kay has diarised the meeting, but MH not heard from Denise yet.

ACTION:  MH to follow up with Denise.  

	MH

	Next meeting
	29th June  2009 at 6 p.m. Rohan Court, Woodham

	


Signed ………………………………..

Ray Blanks, Chair

Dated………………………………….
