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Joint meeting arranged by Flaternity and Broomfield and North Chelmsford Area Forum to discuss North Chelmsford Area Action Plan
Notes of the meeting held on 11 May 2010

Venue: - Portreath Place
Present:
Peter Coleing


Colin Rolfe



Jo Wanmer



A Wheldale



Ken Cook



B H Charlton



D Stewart



J R Hills



D R Gold



K Gold



D W Hills



H Best


Cllr T Smith Hughes



C J Jervis



S Stiling



S Andersen

Guests:  
Sarah Blackman CHP


Jeremy Potter – Senior Planning Officer. Chelmsford Borough Council



Jon Cowie CHP
Apologies:
Cllr Ashcroft



Tim Hatcher 

Colin Rolfe opened the meeting, introduced himself as Flaternity Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting and passed over to Jeremy Potter. 

Jeremy Potter, Senior Planning Officer at Chelmsford Borough Council introduced himself and commenced presentation (attached)
Main points and concerns raised:

· Greater number of people coming into Chelmsford than leaving

· Approximate shortfall of 866 affordable housing

· Local Development Framework (LDF) compiled, includes action plans and strategies for all areas within Chelmsford. Mini plans are needed for specific locations within Chelmsford, e.g. north Chelmsford. 

· Need to make the best use of available land throughout Chelmsford

· Brownfield sites already taken/used/allocated so need to look at Greenfield sites.

· Statutory protection prevents development on greenbelt sites which makes North Chelmsford more liable to development as there’s no greenbelt on the north side. 

· Need to consider new and planned infrastructure in the area

· People want the relevant infrastructure in place to be able to cope with new developments
· North East Chelmsford ideal place bearing this in mind as much of the infrastructure/facilities/services is already there – park and ride etc

· Considered spreading the development across the big villages – (Leighs, Walthams, Stock, Danbury etc) but this isn’t feasible as increase in facilities only occur as a result of large scale developments – spreading across many locations wouldn’t warrant this.
· 4000 homes to be built on green sites; minimum of 3200 in north east Chelmsford, 800 in north west Chelmsford
· Current stage of development process is drafting document for comment

· Residents raised issue of not receiving ‘Borough Life’ publication (Weekly News insert) so have not been aware of updates, information, proposals and consultation opportunities
· Residents raised issue of lack of appropriate infrastructure to accommodate proposed development. No information has been provided following initial consultation.
· JP informed all 800 properties cannot go onto one site as it wouldn’t induce the appropriate upgrade of infrastructure to cope with it – therefore the 800 have to spread so the whole pressure isn’t bore by one location. 

· Residents raised problem of poor infrastructure in proposed locations – fewer hospital beds, school closure, inadequate bus service (no Sunday service)
· JP informed there will be a new secondary school in north east Chelmsford and that Broomfield Primary School will be relocated. These changes will help accommodate the new developments.

· 35% of new developments will be affordable housing (70% of the 35% will be social rented)

· Cllr Smith Hughes raised the concern that 2 of the 4 developments will encroach on Broomfield’s boundaries as well as overloading the infrastructure
· Resident question: What specific new infrastructure will be put in place and when? Concern raised regarding current services already under pressure – i.e. sewage and phone/internet service already at capacity/running slow. Adding properties will only make the current problems worse
· Resident raised concern regarding new development (Copperfield Road) impinging on current safe walkways used by children to get to school, how can they assure children will still have safe routes to school?
· Copperfield Road already has a good bus service

· Guidance is/has been taken from the relevant bodies in terms of service capacity

· What happens next?
· Document being prepared for consideration by Development Policy Committee – Meeting 18 May 7pm, Civic Centre. Public meeting but representatives will be better than individuals going as time limit. 

· Representative asked to inform CBC of their questions/queries in advance so they can prepare/gather the relevant info.
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