Minutes of N2 meeting held August 3rd 09 at Portreath Place.

	    Ken Cook

    Peter Coleing

    Sid Grover

    John Vincent

    Bob Willicombe, Secretary

    Stuart Clements, Chair

    Ray Canham, CHP Rep.

    Apologies from Jo Wanmer.


The meeting opened at 1805. The minutes were read and agreed.

Grass cutting costs, the chair said he had written to the finance dept. last Tuesday, to invite a member to attend the meeting but they had said there was not enough time for them to arrange it this month. Ray said it was in their diary for the next meeting. The chair agreed to write another formal invitation for next months meeting.

Matters arising.

 Bob complained about getting a compensation cheque from CHP for damage caused when work being carried out by R.G.Francis caused a flood at Dannatts. Bob felt that the compensation should have come from R.G.Francis along with an apology.  The chair pointed out that this was probably because R.G.Francic is contracted to CHP and will have paid compensation to the company who would pass it on to tenants as they felt was appropriate.

Ray said the houses in Mashbury Road are airy houses but one is privately owned. It is hoped this one can be purchased and they can all be demolished and new homes built. Alternatively they can all be sold and the money used for new properties elsewhere. 

The chair reported he had heard from Broomfield Primary school and they are interested in the quiz night but no other school had contacted him. As the schools are on holiday until September it was decided to defer further action until after the next meeting.

The chair reported that the path through Portreath Place, now blocked by a fence and gate, is not a public right of way. Also that CHP had contacted residents to ask if they wanted the path blocked with a gate. The response had been a clear yes. Ken told the forum there had originally been two off set railings there and that was far more satisfactory. Ken also expressed grave concerns over the health and safety of the gate since it is impossible to see if there is anybody on the other side when opening it. The forum requested the chair write to CHP to express its concerns over the health and safety issues.

Bob reported that the trees in Bakers Mead are on land owned by the County Council. Ray told us Toni Surridge is looking at past correspondence and talking with ECC. Also the rangers are looking to see what they can do and the scheme manager is monitoring the situation on behalf of residents.
It was agreed the next meeting would be at the Lt. Waltham Sports and Social Club. The chair will book the club and let all members know the time, dates and venue when these are confirmed.

The chair asked for ideas on alternative activities, to treasure hunts, the forum can put on at school fun days next year. It was decided to return to this at the next meeting and give members a chance to think about it.

Central Forum report.

A written report was submitted and Peter expanded on this. The important points were:-

A new name for N2 Area, peter suggested North Chelmsford Rural. It was decided to think about it and discus it at the next meeting.

Checks and follow-up on repairs. The forum felt it was a good idea to have residents phoning other residents to test satisfaction with repairs. They also felt that residents would be more comfortable complaining to other residents rather than a member of staff. The forum felt that more could be done to test satisfaction and asked the chair to invite a member of Marion Jordan’s team to the October meeting. The chair asked the forum to let him have specific questions at the next meeting so that Marion’s team can answer questions as fully as possible.

Peter also explained the React list to members; it is a confidential list of people who may have problems with workers or contractors working for the company. These would include disabled people who cannot hear the door bell or get to the door quickly also people with mental health issue who may not be as friendly as we would like. Bob asked if those vulnerable people with key safes on their property could also be included. Peter said he would take this up.

A.O.B.

Bob was concerned about the time taken to fit new kitchens at Dannatts. It is taking about ten days and this is a long time for so much disruption.

Sid Complained on behalf of Mr and Mrs Dent about the people using the football club using the fence at number 6 Day’s Close as a loo.

He also complained about people jumping over the dividing chain link fence between the Parish land around the village hall and Day’s Close.

Sid is concerned about the view from his lounge. It overlooks a rather untidy back garden. Sid would like a high fence down the side of the garden but this seems unlikely unless the resident is prepared to put one up.

Peter told the forum that the resident support office will be open in the next week to ten days. Peter also said he had been elected to the chair of TPAS.

An election was held for a second member of the forum to site at central forum. Bob nominated Stuart and Sid seconded the nomination. There were no other nominations so a simple vote was asked for. The result was four for with one abstention. Stuart was duly elected.

The meeting closed at 1950.

Signed……………………………..Chair

Date…………………
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