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Melbourne Area Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 21st October 2009
Venue: - Landers Court

Present:
Tim Hatcher (Chair) (TH)


Annabelle Price (CHP)





John Watson (JW)



Debbie Willson (CHP)                   
                      
Richard Covington (RC)


Sue Day (CHP)               
                       
George Webber (GW)



Marie McGowan (MM)

Guests:
PCSO Sharon Taylor (ST)
Apologies: 
Angelica Medici (AM)


Mark Shaw (MS)


Ken Boomsma (KB) Ranger

PCSOs Cathy Scott

	Minutes of last meeting
	TH welcomed those present and introductions were made and apologies for those absent.
	

	Matters arising
	TH added the reading project to last meeting’s minutes and informed the members that John Blackwood has resigned from the forum. 

The minutes were agreed and signed by TH and counter signed by AP. 
	TH

	REPORTS

Police & PCSO

Halloween
Speeding

	The area has been rather quiet lately. Cathy will be working with Marlene next week. The bogus phone call problem was raised and the perpetrators have broadened their venture beyond the gas company story. Tenants must beware, do not give your bank details out to anyone acting as the police or anyone else. The police would never ask for bank details over the phone. The offenders ring from a withheld number so the police are unable to track their calls. ST reminded the members of the very useful non-emergency police phone number. MM asked ST if the police are patrolling the area. ST said that one officer does patrol on bike and officers patrol in vans all over Chelmsford regularly. These vans now have Essex Watch signs. Officers will patrol on foot when possible. 
The operations have been organised for Halloween and fireworks night. The police will patrol until 12pm. The police are also going into schools and shops running up to these nights to give warnings and advice. Shops will not be selling flour and eggs a couple of days before. 

TH asked if there will be speed traps to tackle the ongoing problem. Speed traps are ongoing in all areas. Melbourne will be targeted after Springfield which is taking place at the moment. 
TH raised the fact that he is not receiving NAT meeting invites. 


	ST

	QOL
Melbourne Parade


	TH raised the problem of dog droppings in the area. Bags are given out free from the One Stop shop next to the Post Office. GW brought up the issue of notifying CHP if you have a dog. DW confirmed that permission must be sought before keeping a dog in a CHP property. If a dog causes a nuisance to neighbours this will be a breach of the tenancy agreement. The dog warden will be working to combat these problems. 

TH raised the problem of lorries delivering behind the shops which regularly hit the back of the Post Office and the Co-op and break the guttering. The guttering is replaced a couple of times a year but it would be better to have a barrier to prevent this happening in the first place. There has also been trouble with the drains but DW said this has improved. 

GW raised the problem of cars parking in front of the entrance to the garages by the Post Office. DW said it would be possible to put more signs onto the side walls and possibly yellow hatchings on the road to the entrance. 

	

	Empty Shop
	All discussed the desirability of a prosperous business on the site. The business needs to be relevant for the area and sell reasonably priced goods. 

	

	Melbourne Reading Project
	DW completed the funding grant application and is awaiting TH to add to it after the Resident Conference. TH originally wanted apply for £3,000 but DW assured him that £500 would be sufficient in the early stages of the project; this would also cut down the criteria for the CRF. The project will be held wherever possible until the new centre is opened in June. A possible venue would be the Adults Committee, Beaches Road, for which travel would be arranged. Although this is a difficult topic to bring up, members should try to notify anyone who they think may benefit from the project. Another course of choice will be offered along with the reading project to encourage people. 

  
	TH

	CENTRAL FORUM


	TH informed that the pressure of the AGM and Conference was evident at the meeting. The projected attendance for the Conference is now 80 people. The trial opening of Athol House on Saturday morning was discussed and a rota system was suggested. Grounds Maintenance with a proposal to split it into three. Finally, a visit will be organised to the surrounding areas to inform people of resident involvement; a trip to Clacton has been proposed for the new year.
	

	Constitution 
	TH handed out copies of the simplified constitution. It would be impossible for members to make a valued decision on the constitution in the meeting so members are to read it at home and come back with their comments and suggestions to TH in the next two days. The blue highlighted sections mark the changes. The ‘if you don’t attend three times you’re out’ section has been removed. It still stands that the chairman of the CRF cannot be the chairman of an AF.
	

	Halloween


	TH spoke to Malim who informed him that 50 people have confirmed their attendance to the Halloween meal but there are still a few places left. If members know anyone who might like to attend they should let DW and TH know. DW to ask Malim if she wants TH to photograph the event. 

	

	Any Other Business
	GW raised the problems experienced by gas technicians. Corgy registration has now gone and has been replaced with ‘Gas Safe’. All RG Francis technicians are now ‘Gas Safe’. The new cards only last a year. TH is to arrange for RG Francis to come to one of the meetings to discuss the issues. 
	

	
	The meeting closed at 7:02 pm

Signed:………………………….

Tim Hatcher, Chair


	

	Next meeting
	18th November  – Landers Court (the last meeting of 2009)

	








