Melbourne Area Forum
Notes of the meeting held on 25th August 2010

Venue – Landers Court at 6pm

Present:
Garryck Noble (GN) (Chair)


Jenna Oram (JO) (Resident Involvement Co-Ordinator)



Steve Rolstone (SR) (Anti-Social Behaviour Co-Ordinator)



Greg Hatt (Trainee Board Member)

Mark Shaw (MS)


Marie McGowen (MM)


Andy Austin (AA)



John Watson (JW)



Andrew Shaw (AS)

1. Welcome and apologies

GN welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.  Apologies from Angelica Medici, Richard Covington and George Webber.

2. Minutes of last meeting

Minutes agreed and signed by GN.

3. Matters arising from last meeting

No matters arising.
4. PCSO report for Melbourne

PCSO reported it has been a remarkably quiet summer.  Youth diversion tactics have been in place and there has been a significant improvement.  Youths have been involved in various activities organised by Malin Blom (most activities are held at the Pavilion).  PCSOs have no concern over ASB.
GN asked the forum if anyone had any questions or queries for the PCSOs.  MS had a couple of issues:

· The door opposite MS (13a Langton) was kicked by youths and scared the resident.  PCSO said there had been a few reported incidents, and the police are monitoring it (although PCSO said it is probably no more than a game of “Knock down Ginger”).
· A moped with no silencer keeps driving up and down Fox Crescent and causing a nuisance.  PCSO advised MS (and AA) to note the index number and report it.

5. QOL in Melbourne

SR reported the main ASB issue at the moment is noise nuisance.  To combat the problem, CHP have started installing sound equipment to determine the noise level.  When living in flats there needs to be more tolerance to noise.  Sound equipment will determine ‘nuisance level’.
SR said noise nuisance figures in Melbourne are only slightly higher than in Westland’s.

This month there has been 10 youth nuisance complaints (monthly average is 24 complaints).  This figure is substantially lower than the monthly average, which is extremely reassuring, particularly as August is the peak of the school holidays.  SR said the figure is most likely lower due to youth diversion tactics in Melbourne.

ASB team has taken one person to court for demotion of tenancy to a non-assured tenancy.  The perpetrator continually played his drum kit, music and electric guitar to the early hours of the morning; despite several interventions from SR and the ASB team.  CHP were granted possession.
SR reported court hearings/cases have generally been quiet.

GN asked the forum if anyone has any questions for SR.

JW reported an untidy garden at the front of 49 Andersons Avenue.  The branches are over the pavement and a danger to people passing by (could hit them in the face).  The tenant is disabled and struggles with the upkeep of her garden.  SR will notify Steve Morgan (Neighbourhood Co-Ordinator).
MS reported overgrown hedges on West Avenue (to get pass you need to duck).  SR says the house MS is talking about is a private house.  MS needs to contact CBC.

MM reported an overgrown tree at 16 Spalding Avenue.  The property has been underpinned and there is a concern over the damage this tree is causing.  JW believes the tree has preservation order.  SR said the Landscape Planning Company can survey the tree and decide if it is damaging the property.  SR will speak to Ken Boomsma (Estate Ranger).
6. Gardening Report
MS reports the gardening scheme has been deferred until next month.

7. Election for CRF member

GN explained that as he was the new Melbourne chair it didn’t mean he was automatically elected as a CRF member.  Therefore a second CRF member must be elected.  GN asked if anyone else would like to nominate themselves.  There was only 1 candidate for election, GN.

Elections papers handed out.

Votes counted by JO.  GN elected as CRF member.

A vote was asked to support MS as vice chair of Melbourne AF.  The vote was unanimous.
GN explained reason why a vice chair was good idea.

8. Central Forum

MS had nothing to report back.
9. Any other business?

GN suggested electing a forum member for secretarial duties (e.g. minute taking) in case JO, Lesley Kitchen or Ray Canham are unable to attend.  AS nominated himself.  All forum members voted and the decision was unanimous.
MS brought the reading project to the attention of the group.  MS met with Debbie Wilson (Parkside Hun Manager) and is keen to promote skills classes through adult learning.  MS will be attending.
JO informed all members about the skills survey for CRF and AF.

GN thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting at 7.35pm

The next meeting is on 22nd September 2010 at Landers Court
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Date
