Melbourne Area Forum

Notes of the meeting held on 28th April 2010 

Venue - Landers Court at 6pm

Present: 
Tim Hatcher (TH)                                                             
George Webber (GW)
Richard Covington (RC)
PCSO Matt Green
Marie McGowan (MM)

John Watson (JW)
Brenda Wright

Gladys

Andrew Shaw

J Reeve
Robin Jellicoe

Marie McGowan (MM)
Angelica Medici (AM)
Pam Taylor (PT)
Andy Austin

F Trotter

Mark Shaw

Sarah Blackman (SB) (notes)

Ken Boomsma – estate ranger (KB)
1. Welcome and apologies
TH welcomed everyone and opened the meeting. Introductions made and no apologies.
2. Minutes of last meeting



Page 2, line 2 “one off robbery” queried as not one off. PCSO Matt Green clarified it was a one off armed robbery supposed to other burglaries. 
Minutes agreed and signed. 
3. Matters arising from last meeting

MM raised the ongoing issue with her shower; TH confirmed it’s in hand and being looked into. 
4. PCSO report for Melbourne
No recent rise in crime. There were a few assaults that all occurred on the same night so likely to have been carried out by one party.
The events for young people during the holidays were successful and there seems to be less youth nuisance in the area thanks to a multi agency approach with close working between the police and CHP. The Youth Club hasn’t really taken off but it will be tried again. 

Other areas of Chelmsford have experienced a rise in crime but this hasn’t occurred in Melbourne.

GW informed that it appears someone has been pinching fence panels from the footpath near Morrisons, also seems to be a problem by the garages on St Nazieres. Description given to PCSO Green. 

PCSO Green confirmed that the CCTV cameras on the parade are working and are managed and monitored by Chelmsford Borough Council (CBC). Assured group that Melbourne is a high priority and monitored as necessary.

TH informed that CRF have given CHP some money from their under spent budget to install cameras in areas where they lease shops. Melbourne Parade will be one of the areas to benefit. 

TH will contact CBC and request a group trip for forum members to the CCTV centre to see what happens.

AM raised concern regarding dog mess on Fox Crescent and Langton Avenue. PCSO advised everyone to get descriptions of owners and dogs if possible so they can take action.

5. Chelmer Residents Forum – what do we do? Info for guests
TH gave brief overview of CHP, CRF, resident involvement and the wish to constantly improve services for all residents. CRF working with CHP will lead to better services, better neighbourhoods and better communities. CHP can’t improve/rectify things if they don’t know they’re getting it wrong. Feedback through area forums is necessary to bring about improvements. Residents have the power to influence all services. 
KB reiterated you can have your say about everything. 

TH gave Equality & Diversity board as an example of working together to create new policies for the future.

TH welcomed people to join the Melbourne forum and input as much or as little time as they want. Explained the different options available for involvement. 
6. Quality of Life in Melbourne – you see the problems – discuss
KB informed that dates for Wednesday Walkabouts can be found in the latest issue of Your Home and invited everyone to come along with ideas of how the area can be improved. PCSOs will also join them if they’re available. 

GW queried a survey carried out a couple of years ago regarding trees and asked why nothing has happened. KB informed that Colchester Landscapes were commissioned to survey all residents about all trees on CHP land. A list for action has been drawn up and is being acted upon in order of priority; as such it will be a long process. KB will look at specific case as reported by GW.

AM raised issue of a broken wall by Melbourne Clinic. KB will visit the PCT and ask them to clear away loose bricks to make it safer. CHP are taking over the lease for the clinic in July/August so things should improve then.
KB informed he has asked for the fence at Landers Court to be cleared up. 

TH asked the residents present from Landers Court if they are happy with the service they currently receive. Unanimous yes but those present said people not there were not happy. TH asked if he can attend a coffee morning to talk to residents.
PT informed that communal garden at Milton Place is full of weeds – has fedback on various surveys but no improvements as of yet. TH will raise on upcoming walkabout and will email KB. MS will take a look in the meantime. 

GW reported CHP staff member had been seen kicking down part of wall in order to get mower through and mowing through litter rather than clearing it first. 

Query as to why grass cuttings aren’t removed. TH informed CBC won’t let CHP use their depot to clear it and it would cost approximately £60k. As such it’s better to leave it and it actually improves the grass in the long run. 

RJ raised that he often receives duplicates of CHP mailings. SB will inform central admin.
TH encouraged everyone to read Your Home.
7. Reports
Melbourne Parade – the never ending story!
The rubbish problem has improved and the recycling bins are very popular. Queried if more regular bins are needed as they are always full. It appears that Parkside residents may be using it for their domestic rubbish. KB is aware of it and is addressing the issue. GW raised maybe something needs to be done at Parkside if it’s easier for them to use the parade bin than their own designated bins. 

PT raised possibility of bin in Milton Place as youth congregate there and leave rubbish.

TH gave out non-emergency contact number for the police: 0300 3334444 and encouraged residents to use it to report minor incidents so local stations can act on problems. 
Reading Project
TH explained that CHP are taking over the PCT Clinic by August and will use it as the Community Hub. Explained it will be a great community resource and that Melbourne is privileged to have it as it will be the first of its kind in Chelmsford. Informed that the Reading Project will be held there, along with English language courses, other courses, computers will also be available. 
The issue of parking at Parkside once the PCT have moved in was questioned. TH explained that all residents knew when they took the properties that there was no parking there.
Central Forum
Info from Februarys CRF Away Day will follow in due course.

TH thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting at 7.45pm
The next meeting is on 26 May 2010

Minutes Signed by,                       (Chair)

Date
Don’t forget, we have our own website.


Take a look! At www.crf.org.uk








