Melbourne Area Forum
Notes of the meeting held on 21st July 2010

Venue – Landers Court at 6pm

Present:
Tim Hatcher (TH) (Chair)


Jenna Oram (JO) (Resident Involvement Co-Ordinator)



Ken Boomsma (KB) (Estate Ranger)



Richard Covington (RC)


George Webber (GW)


Angelica Medici (AM)


Mark Shaw (MS)


Garry Noble (GN)


Marie McGowen (MM)


Andrew Shaw (AS)
1. Welcome and apologies

TH welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.  Apologies from John Watson.

2. Minutes of last meeting

Minutes agreed and signed by TH.

3. Matters arising from last meeting

Malin Blom’s position.  JO explained the situation is not as bleak as first thought.
GW raised the issue regarding banding and allocation of new properties.  He has looked at the document online and it is not very clear.  TH advised the policy is up for review.
4. PCSO report for Melbourne

No PCSO present.
5. QOL in Melbourne

KB handed out summary of results from communal area survey (April-June 2010).  1886 surveys sent out and only 12.4% returned.
KB thought it was disheartening that 62% of surveys returned said they never had face-to-face contact with estate ranger.  Possibly due to tenants work commitments?
Good turn out for Active Families Funday.  Fantastic turn-out compared to previous years.  Exceptional catering from Eskay.  Overall a fantastic day.
Fly tipping has become a problem.  White transit van drives around the back of Melbourne shops and Parkside, and dumps building rumble into bins.  Bins are not being emptied.  They are overflowing and bin men refuse to move them.  KB to speak to Chelmsford Borough Council.
Issues regarding cameras at Parkside.  They are still not in operation.  Broadband issues.  The server can only take a certain number of cameras.  When in operation Chelmsford Borough Council will monitor 24hours a day.  Cameras will be on every floor and in the lifts.
Parkside Cameras have battery back up in case of a power cut.
Improvement in number of pigeons at tower.  Bird diverter has been effective.  No starlings.  Netting has been a success apart from 2 birds who managed to get through it (They will be exterminated).
Latest on doctors (Melbourne House) surgery moving to Parkside  is August.

6. Reports and Central Forum

TH left report at home.  He will ensure whoever is elected will have report for next meeting.

7. Election for new Chair of Melbourne Forum

TH told AF there are 2 candidates for election of Chair (GN and MS).  Elections papers handed out.

Votes counted by TH and JO.  GN elected as Chair of Melbourne Area Forum.

TH stepped down and GN took the chair.

MS presented to GN his community gardening team idea.  He is concerned CHP are doing one-off jobs and then gardens are left to over grow, effectively being back to square one.
GN suggested we review this issue in greater depth at the next meeting.  Issues such as equipment, budget for machinery training and possible funding need to be discussed.

AS concerned about sewage works on Ockelford Avenue.  Are CHP aware of plans?
GN thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting at 7.30pm

The next meeting is on 18th August 2010 at Landers Court

Minutes signed by



(Chair)

Date
