Melbourne Area Forum
Notes of the meeting held on 28th September 2010

Venue – Landers Court at 6pm

Present:
Garryck Noble (GN) (Chair)


Jenna Oram (JO) (Resident Involvement Co-Ordinator)



Steve Morgan (SM) (Neighbourhood Co-Ordinator)

Brian Winder (BW) (Guest Speaker from Helping Hands Essex)

Mark Shaw (MS)


Marie McGowen (MM)


John Watson (JW)



Angelica Medici (AM)

1. Welcome and apologies

GN welcomed everyone and opened the meeting.  Apologies from Andy Austin, Richard Covington, Andrew Shaw and George Webber.  Also, an apology from GN for cancelling last week’s meeting.
2. PCSO Report
No PCSOs present.
3. CHP Report from SM
It has generally been quiet around the Melbourne area.

The Quality of Life Team has had a few changes.  The team used to have 3 Anti-Social Behaviour Co-Ordinators and 3 Neighbourhood Co-Ordinators, but this has now respectively increased to 4 and decreased to 2.  The Neighbourhood Co-Ordinators are now fundamentally responsible for vulnerability and environmental improvement issues. 

At the last meeting, MM reported an overgrown tree at 16 Spalding Avenue.  Ken Boomsma (Estate Ranger) has looked at the tree and cannot see any reason why the tree has got a preservation order.  SM told MM that Ken will investigate further and report back.

GN asked SM about security at Parkside.  SM reported that the security guards at the weekends will go, and Parkside’s security will be dependant on the cameras.

JW is not satisfied with the emergency call system.  On Monday (27/09/10) Richard Covington of 14 Spalding Avenue fell over.  The emergency cord was pulled and it took them nearly 10 minutes to answer.  The woman on the other end gave no reassurance (such as telling us an ambulance was on its way) and insisted on asking irrelevant questions.  Also, JW is concerned because the emergency call system hasn’t been checked by CHP in a long time.  SM will pass the matter on to the relevant scheme manager.
4. Minutes from Last Meeting/Matters Arising from Last Meeting

No Matters arising.  Minutes Agreed and signed by GN.
5. Guest Speak (Brian Winder from Helping Hands Essex)
Helping Hands Essex is a charity that provides a service to those with addiction or substance misuse.  They also aid other charities.
Helping Hands Essex was originally set up with ‘Chess’ but have now decided to be independent.
It is important to recognise early signs e.g. depression, before the onset of an alcohol addiction.

Helping Hands Essex has 4 people on the committee who have had an alcohol dependency and still regularly attend AA.

Contact Details:
Tel:

01245 475 660

Mobile:
07763 467 796

E-mail:
Bwinder@helpinghandsessex.org.uk
6. Central Forum Report/Gardening Report
Each area forum will put together a short report about what they are doing/have achieved.  Ray Canham will collate each area forum’s report and send it to the board.
Peter Coleing, Chairman of CRF has resigned and the Vice Chair (Mick Hill) will chair the meetings until November’s AGM, where a vote for the new Chair will take place.
MS reports the gardening scheme has been deferred until next month.

7. Any Other Business?
6th October 2010 – 12th October 2010 - MS away, so no IT support.
JW will not be attending the next meeting.  Apologies in advance.

GN thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting at 7.35pm

The next meeting is on 22nd October 2010 at Landers Court

Minutes signed by



(Chair)

Date
