Report of West Chelmsford Area Forum

“The Westies”
Tuesday 3rd May 2011

6:00pm to 7:30pm

Thetford Court, Forest Drive, Chelmsford.

Present                                                            Guests

Mike Hill (Chair) MH




   Andrew Morton CHP
Michael Craven (Vice Chair) MC


   Peter Coleing  CRF, T.P.A.S

Karima Ali Doswell KAD

Fiona Stirling FS

Lillian Taylor LT




   Apologies Not Received
Daphne Goddard DG



   John Worth
Marjorie Rowe MR



             Heather Worth
Yvonne Randall YR




   Kevin Eason
Trevor Ainsworth TA



   Simon Barrier
Benita Cook (S4) BC

Opening of Meeting:  The chair opened the meeting at  6:15pm and welcomed the guests.

Meeting report from 01.03.11 was agreed and signed as an accurate 
recording of the meeting held in March with no matters arising.

Report from Estate Ranger:  AM gave an update on the situation in Forest Drive regarding youths and youngsters relating to drugs and alcohol which involves The Trading Standards ,Police and CHP. YR raised concern over the behaviour of youths outside the flats.  

 AM thought perhaps the fencing outside Thetford Court may be extended as there is still youth nuisance upsetting people that have flats on the ground floor. There was also a possibility that the local youths could use The Adult Education Centre on a Saturday night. A lot of the youths who were causing anti-social behaviour are not from the area.

No residents attended the recent Wednesday Walkabout in Westlands, there were untidy gardens in Forest Drive, parking issues in Hatfield Grove, broken fencing which CBC is responsible for and neglected land.

Every quarter a satisfaction survey is sent to residents in flats with regard to the upkeep of the gardens and the cleaning of the communal areas. 1851 surveys were sent out for the January – March 2011 period only 373 were returned.  
DG stated that bushes near the bungalows in Andrews Place had Fire Blight, a notifiable disease and had brought in a sample from a bush that had the disease and photos how it should look.  AM to follow up. 

Peter Coleing – Changes Nationally in Social Housing
PC explained in great detail about changes happening in Social Housing.  With a cap on housing benefit we will see an increase coming out of London to find cheaper accommodation, there are not enough properties in the area to cover the influx. There is £4.4 billion in the budget to create affordable rent accommodation, £2.6 billion has already been spent   Housing Providers have to submit tenders for money from the budget to build new homes and CHP have put in a bid. There will no longer be lifetime tenancies for new tenants and persons under the age of 35 cannot get full housing benefit, only single room rates.  If you move you have to accept new rent of 80% of market value if that rent property is that rent type. It is a possibility that some Providers may float on the stock market and become a PLC. A scrutiny panel has been set up in CHP looking into surveys and communications. CHP have recently revalued properties and reset our target rents. Stuart Stackhouse is coming to the next Central Forum meeting to explain.
PC has submitted a resolution to Members of the Company of CHP to consider “that CHP does not begin using the legal powers associated with the Localism Bill until such time as a revised Tenancy Standard and new Local Strategic Tenancy Policy has informed CHP’s own Tenancy Policy”
Area Forums – Frequency of Meetings
Two Area Forum meetings per annum will be fully supported by CHP and will include distribution of leaflets advertising meeting and taking of the minutes. For other meetings in the year we need to be self sufficient. It was decided that the next meeting will be on 2nd August 2011. 

Elections
Elections for Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and one representative to Central Residents Forum are due in September and anyone wishing to stand should submit their names to Ray Canham seven days before the next meeting.  
The meeting closed at 7:30pm. Next meeting Tuesday 2nd August 2011.
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