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Record of Great Baddow Area Forum on 22 March 2011
at 2.00 pm at Tusser Court, Meadgate Avenue
Present:

Elizabeth Walker (EW) – Chair, Area Forum (note-taker)
Tim Hatcher (TH) – Area Forum; CRF Central Forum rep; CRF Website Co-ordinator
Ruth Jarvis (RJ) – Area Forum; Central Forum rep; Younger Persons’ Group (YPG)
Rita Godfrey (RGy) – Area Forum

Bob Godfrey (BG) – Area Forum

Karen Head (KH) – Area Forum
Sue Cornelious (SC) - Area Forum

Helen Gregory (HG) – CHP Neighbourhood Co-ordinator, Quality of Life (QoL) Team
Lesley Kitchen (LK) – CHP Resident Involvement (RI) Administrator 

Danielle Rushton-Hickman (DRH) – Essex Police PCSO, Galleywood area
Giles Lewis (GL) – Area Forum

Apologies:
Sam Blackman (SB)

David Lazarus (DL) – Area Forum, Disability Action Group (DAG), Central Forum

Maz Keenan (MK) – Essex Police PCSO
The meeting began at 14:15.
1.
Welcome and apologies

EW apologised for being late and also for the confusion over the venue, which she had inadvertently caused by putting the wrong venue on the agenda.  She welcomed people to the meeting.  Because there were three people present who had not attended an area forum before, everyone introduced themselves.
2.
Notes of Area Forum February 2011  

The record of the meeting on 22 February was agreed and signed as a true record. 
3.
Matters arising
These were dealt with later in the meeting.
4.
Any other business

RJ wondered if anyone was interested in starting a walking club.  Many people were and RJ said she would bring more detailed information, eg some suggested walks in the area, to the next meeting.
TH reported that the planning application for a BMX track at Baddow Hall Park had been approved.  Everyone was delighted.
5.
Reports from and to Quality of Life Team and PCSO
Quality of Life Team

HG said that, other than ongoing cases, there were no developments to report in connection with ASB.
She circulated details of this year’s schedule of Wednesday walkabouts and a poster advertising the Meadgate walkabout that would be held on 6 April.  She asked that local traders be requested to display the posters.  For the benefit of newcomers, HG explained the purpose of walkabouts, people who usually attended etc.  The two other walkabouts that concerned the forum were those at Readers Court on 22 June and at the Maltings and Sandon on 24 August.  All walkabouts would start at 10.00 am.
PCSO

DRH said that MK had not given her any matters to bring up at the meeting and asked if anyone had any questions for her.
KH asked about the licensing hours of the Royal British Legion Club in Chelwater/Brookbank.  DRH said she was not sure what they were.  Because KH did not have access to the internet, EW said she would check on Chelmsford Borough Council’s (CBC) website and report back in April.

The meeting thanked HG for her input and she left the meeting.

6.
Meadgate Festival

EW had had an idea of an event the area forum could stage at the Festival.  She had some rubber rings, c 6 in in diameter, that could be used in some kind of game.  The meeting discussed this and agreed it would be a good idea to approach local traders asking them to donate prizes.  Three people, RJ, SC and KH volunteered to form a working group to fine-tune the details.  They would report back in April.
7.
Action Plans

Since we were not pressed for time as we usually were, EW suggested that we discuss resurrecting the forum’s action plans, which had fallen by the wayside since the end of the cookery course.

There was unanimous agreement and a long and lively discussion.  The meeting decided we would like to host a community rounders afternoon at Baddow Rec[reation Ground] on either 7 or 14 August.  EW would look into whether CBC would allow us to barbecue at the Rec.  People would be charged a refundable fee of c £3 per head with special rates for groups/families and for bigger children and teenagers whom we were keen to attract.  This plan would be discussed further in April.
8.
March Central Forum report
TH said that there was a vacancy on the Equality and Diversity Panel that would be advertised in Your Home in April.
TH reported on the previous week’s Central Forum (See attached report.).  In particular he drew the meeting’s attention to the future of area forums.  He explained that at the recent Central Forum Away Day, it had been suggested that area forums could meet less often, possibly as infrequently as twice a year, since there was some doubt as to the efficacy and cost-effectiveness of some area forums.  Initially this met with considerable dismay.  After much discussion it was agreed that Great Baddow’s position was that we could eliminate meetings in December and January and possibly August provided Central Forum could reassure us that, whether CHP staff and/or PCSOs attended, we would still be able to meet in sheltered units and that those units would receive the agreed rate of £15.00 per meeting.

TH also told the meeting about the plan for resident Board members to tour sheltered housing units with members of Central Forum.
TH also informed the meeting that if there were any items the area forums would like added to Central Forum’s next agenda, they should email DL by 1 April.  EW said she would like Central Forum to explain why attendance at Central Forum was by invitation only.  Parliament and Council meetings were open to the people who elected them and she felt Central Forum should explain why it was not.  She said that if no one else felt this was important she would accept the majority decision, but others also felt that we should ask Central Forum to explain.  EW would email DL by 1 April to ask that this matter be included on Central Forum’s April agenda.

9.
Date of next meeting

Tuesday 22 April 2011 at 2.00 pm at Purbeck Court.
The meeting ended at 16.15.
Signed as a true record:…………………………………………..

Name:……………………………………………………………….

Date:…………………………………………………………………
________________________

Central Forum Report March 2011

The Equality and Diversity Panel is to meet on Tuesday 26th April 2011 and Colin Rolfe was chosen to fill the vacant resident place for this meeting only along with the permanent resident representatives of Tim Hatcher and Jo Wanmer. The vacant place was to be advertised in Your Home.

An Equality Impact Assessment on CHP Choice Based Letting is being held on Thursday 24th March 2011 between 10.00 am. And 12.00 pm. and resident volunteers are sort.

A briefing meeting for Sheltered Scheme visitation is being held on Monday 21st March 2011 with those representing the CRF meeting with Board Members.

Representatives of Chelmsford Borough Council visited the Central Forum and made a presentation to the Committee. This was one of the initial stages of inviting representatives of Central Forum to meet on a regular basis to produce a Local Strategic Tenancy Policy. It was agreed that a letter and questionnaire be sent out to other resident bodies within the borough of Chelmsford inviting them to a meeting to be held on Thursday 28th April 2011 either in the Board Room of Myriad House or if needed Chelmsford City Football Club.

TPAS Annual Conference is to be held on Thursday 28th July and Friday 29th July 2011 and names of all residents wanting to go should be sent to the Secretary david.lazarus@crf.org.uk by the April Central Forum meeting on Wednesday 13th April 2011.

TPAS Regional Award Dinner is to be held on Friday 1st April where we hope our Resident Involvement Manager, Ray Canham will win RI Manager of the year. A Table of 10 will be accompanying him, both residents and staff.

Regularity of Forum Meetings. A proposal has been put forward to reduce local forum meetings to two meetings a year, these being fully supported by CHP.  Ray Canham stated that this was just a proposal but CHP would provide all administration and arrange for other members of CHP staff to be present at these meetings. A fuller discussion was to be held at the next Forum meeting after views had been obtained from Area Forum members.

The CRF Bank Mandate is now fully live.

A funding application put forward by Mick Hill the West Chelmsford representative and this was passed on a majority vote.

If any Area Forum Member wishes an issue to be discussed at the next Central Forum they should let the Secretary know by Friday 1st April 2011 in writing: david.lazarus@crf.org.uk  
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