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Notes of Great Baddow Area Forum on 2 Oct 2009 at Tusser Court

Present:

Judith Sheppard (JS) – Area Forum

Gemma Engall (GE) – CHP Anti-social Behaviour Team

Ray Canham (RSC) – CHP Resident Involvement Manager

Karen Lucas (KL) – Essex Police, Police Community Support Officer (PCSO)

Ruth Jarvis (RJ) – Area Forum; Central Forum; YPIC

Sue Cornelious (SC) – Area Forum

Elizabeth Walker (EW) – Area Forum Vice-Chair (note taker)

Apologies:

Margaret Martin (MM) – Area Forum Chair; Central Forum

Jean and Reg Gilbert

Fox Mulder – Area Forum

David Lazarus – Area Forum; 

The meeting began at 14:03


	1.
Welcome and apologies
RSC wondered why Mr and Mrs Gilbert had not attended the forum for some months and was told it was because of long-term illness.  He said he would contact them.

	

	2.
Minutes of last meeting
These were read and, following some minor corrections, approved.


	

	3.
Matters arising
Re the matter in Sawkins Gdns that MM had raised last time, GE informed the forum that she had rung the neighbour who had written to CHP and had no response.  She had therefore written to her and had not yet heard back.  GE would speak to her manager, Mary Chaplin (MC) when MC was back from leave.

GE had spoken to Helen Gregory (HG) re the issue raised by SC concerning her upstairs neighbour.  She would give SC a Dictaphone on which to record the noise coming from his flat.

On the matter of the inspection of gardens in the vicinity of Sawkins Gdns, raised by MM at the last area forum, GE said that Trevor Butler (TB), the estate ranger, had told her that CHP does not deal with maintenance of individual properties’ gardens, only communal ones.
EW told JS that she would discuss parking in Lathcoates Gardens with TB in the hope that he could invite his contact at Essex County Council (ECC) Highways Department to a site visit with JS also present.  JS reported that vehicles, including a CHP van, were sometimes parked on the grass crescent and said that she feared that in winter the grass would turn into a quagmire.  RSC said he would deal with the issue of CHP vans being parked on the grass since CHP drivers should not be doing that.


	GE

RSC



	4.
Note-taking
As had been observed before, it was difficult to take notes and chair a meeting.  Since EW was Vice-Chair until MM felt fit to return to the role of Chair, it was agreed that SC, RJ and JS would take notes in future, with whoever attended from CHP taking them if none of these was available.

SC said that she had contacted Peter Coleing (PC), CRF Chair, re the possibility of his procuring for her a laptop with internet connection so that she could type notes while at meetings and deal with the other work she did for CRF, CHP and Great Baddow Community Action Group (GBCAG).  This was easier for her than hand-writing notes.  RSC said he would talk to PC about this the following week.

	SC

RJ

JS

RSC

	5.
Guest speaker

Terri Cochrane, who had been due to speak at September’s meeting but had been unable to because of illness, was still on sick leave.  It was felt that she was unlikely to be able to come to a forum until December 2009 at the earliest.  The meeting wished her well.


	

	6.
YPIC
RJ gave a talk about the work of YPIC that included information about YPIC’s revised recruitment procedure and also on how forum members themselves, and also their neighbours, could get involved.  The meeting thanked her for an interesting talk.  SC, who had been involved in the past, said she would be willing to rejoin provided the work would not exacerbate her osteo-arthritis.  RJ said she would welcome SC on board since she was currently running YPIC single-handedly.  RJ handed each member a pack containing application forms for both adults and young people interested in becoming involved with voluntary work with children and other people of their own age through YPIC.
EW wondered if YPIC could provide financial help to individuals who would like, for example, to join the Scouts but whose families could not afford the uniforms, cost of camping trips etc.  RSC said that CHP and YPIC could not fund individuals.  EW then mentioned that the GBCAG had met in the Scout Hall off Chelwater in the past.  The hall was in a state of disrepair and there were no funds available to rectify this.  RSC and RJ said that both CHP and YPIC might be able to help with funding if the application was made by the young people who belonged to organisations that used the hall.  EW said she would talk to the Scout Leader, Beryl Moss, and the contact at Cheeky Monkeys play group.
JS wondered whether YPIC could help with funding for PCs for children whose families could not afford to buy them.  RSC reiterated that CHP could not fund individuals but if the request for funding were to come from, for example, a school or youth group, it could be considered.
GE left at 14:32.

	EW

	7.
Training

There was nothing to discuss.


	

	8.
Action plans
Coach trip to London

There was some confusion about whether the letter of invitation had gone out but since none of the families nominated by forum members had received a copy, it was thought that the letter had not been sent.  This could have been because Maggie Hyam had not had time to do it before she left.  Names and addresses of families that CHP staff had contact with needed to be provided by them as a matter of urgency.  EW said she would contact Malin Blom (MB), HG and TB impressing upon them how urgent this matter now was.  KL suggested a couple of families and said that she would ask her colleagues to nominate any they felt might enjoy the trip.  RJ agreed to be the contact person regarding the trip and all details of families who might be interested were to be sent to her.  EW was also to contact Sarah Blackman (SB) for a copy of the letter.  
Cookery course

There had been a good response to the invitation, thirteen replies having been received.  Since the closing date for replies was 31 October, the forum would revisit this matter at their next meeting.

KL left at 15:23 having reminded the forum about the litter pick with Meadgate School at 09:20 on Thursday 8 October.

EW asked forum members to think about future action plans now that the two they had concentrated on were coming to fruition.  Any ideas would be discussed next month.


	EW

KL

RJ

EW

	9.
Venues for forum

In an informal conversation a few days before the forum, DL had told SC that he felt that putting up flyers in sheltered units with a view to involving more elderly people in the area forum would be fruitless because people rarely read notices on the boards.  EW requested from RSC a list of sheltered units in Great Baddow so that she, SC and JS could contact the scheme managers about their attending coffee mornings at the units to tell residents about the forum.

	RSC

SC

EW

JS

	10.
Report of CRF 16 September 2009
The forum considered this, paying particular attention to the matters of CHP garages, React and Response and CRF’s work in funding local activities.  Christa Bringloe’s work in this regard was commended.


	

	11.
Any other business
RJ informed the forum of training to be run by YMCA for people who want to improve the quality of their work with young people.  This would be on 07 November 2009 from 10:00 to 12:00.  Anyone interested should contact Mr Gough on 01245 355677.

RJ also asked whether helpers would be required for the Halloween
event on 31 October, either by forum members or young people.  EW advised her to contact MB, whom she felt would be delighted with any offers.


	

	12.
Date of next meeting
This would be on Friday 6 November 2009 at 2.00 pm at Tusser Court.


	


The meeting ended at 15:40.

Signed as a true record:…………………………………………..

Name:……………………………………………………………….

Date:…………………………………………………………………
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