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Broomfield and North Chelmsford Area Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 15 February 2010
Venue: - Portreath Place
Present:
Peter Coleing (Acting chair) (PC)





Jo Wanmer (JW)            
                       Colin Rolfe (CR)


Ken Cook (KC)



Sid Grover (SG)


Jean McIlroy (JM)


Antony Turner (AT)


David Hedgecock (DH)


Tom Gosling (TG)
DRAFT MINUTES

Guests:
Ray Canham (RSC)
	Introduction
	PC opened the meeting at 18:00 and explained that the forum was being re-started after folding in August 2009. 

Peter volunteered to Chair the meeting and all agreed. 
	

	
	
	

	Purpose of area forum

	PC opened the discussion and KM said that the status and profile of the forum should be raised. TG Suggested that the minutes of meetings be posted in Portreath place so that people can see what is discussed and agreed. All present agreed. 
Action – RSC to discuss with Scheme Manager 

After discussion the purpose of the forum was agreed as:

To support local residents

To allow the company (CHP) to talk to and get feedback from residents

To deliver resident led changes to the community

To give local residents an opportunity to discuss local issues with CHP
To provide a local representative to the CRF

PC went on to explain that the forum could request members of CHP staff to attend on specific topics or to give local residents a chance to meet them 

RSC explained that area S4 (rural Essex) had CHP directors and the Chief executive attend theirs and these were popular. 
SG said that a representative from Little Waltham to this forum would be good. 
	RSC

	
	
	

	Forum success
	PC explained that as a direct result of this forum service charges were reduced for all CHP residents receiving grass cutting services as an error in the calculations was brought up here. 
KC noted that not all residents were aware of their success and that may be part of the reason they do not attend. 

SG noted that nearly 400 flyers were distributed and the response to this meeting was poor. 

This was agreed and the forum to look at better publicity in future. 
	RSC

	
	
	

	EGM
	PC reminded everyone that the EGM of the CFR was on 18th February and everyone was welcome to attend.
	

	
	
	

	Local issues
Transport
	TG raised the issue of local bus services and the lack of a service on a Sunday.
General discussion took place about the service and the possibility of community transport.

CR said that local services like the bus service will become stretched as the development of new properties around Broomfield and North Chelmsford continued. It is estimated that around 800 new homes are planned or in development. 
JW Stated that Options for Independent Living have direct links to the bus companies and Chelmsford Council and they may help put pressure on the authorities.

Action JW to pass details onto PC

Action PC to raise at older persons planning group.
	JW

PC

	
	
	

	Local issues

Little Waltham
	JM Raised the issue of Snow and Ice in Brook Hill and the failure of anyone to clear it. 

She added that the garages in The Brook Hill area are in a poor state of repair. 

Action: RSC to report to CHP Rangers.  
	RSC

	
	
	

	AOB
	PC reported back from the CRF that the area forums will have a working budget plus access to a larger ‘pot’ for projects. 
He added that in future the area forums would probably be paying a small fee to the sheltered units for using their premises. 

PC and JW suggested the area needs an action plan to capture the priorities for the area. It was agreed to put this onto the next agenda.

PC asked the group how often they want to meet. After discussion it was agreed they would meet on Mondays monthly. Generally on the first Monday of the month.
Action. RSC to check on availability of the venue. 

CR asked if publicising the forum at the Melbourne fun day was an option? PC suggested CR talk to Tim Hatcher, chair of that area forum. 
Action CR to discuss with Tim Hatcher. 

Further discussion took place on future meetings. JW proposed PC as acting chair for 6 months and to elect officers when group established in 6 months time.

Unanimously agreed. PC agreed to be acting chair. 

For next agenda:

· Action Plan

· Melbourne fun day

· Essex CC First Bus

SG asked if parking in Days close and surrounding area could be added. Agreed. 

PC agreed to invite the local PCSO (Police Community Support Officer)

JW suggested local counsellors could be invited to future meetings. PC agreed to invite them. 

CR added that members may like to look at the Chelmsford Council website where there are 5 documents detailing the proposed developments in the Broomfield area. 
	RSC

RSC

CR

PC

PC

	
	
	

	Dates of future meetings: 
	8th  March, 
12th  April, 
10th  May, 
7th  June, 
5th  July, 
2nd  August, 
6th  Sept, 
4th  Oct, 
1st  Nov
Venue to be Portreath Place unless agreed otherwise.
	

	
	
	

	
	There being no other business the meeting closed at 7:30 pm

Signed:………………………….

Peter Coleing, Acting Chair


	

	Next meeting
	8th March 2010. Portreath Place. 18:00 – 19:30

	








