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CHELMER. RESIDENTS. FORUA



West Chelmsford

(the Westies)
Area Forum

Venue :  Thetford Court, Forest Drive. 17th November at 6 p.m.                  
________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________
Present                                                                               Guests  
Christa Bringloe (Chair, Area) (Central Forum) CB    Andrew Morton (Estate Ranger)AM
Mick Hill (central ) MH                                                 Roger Hobart (Area) RH
John Worth (Area) JW                                                     
Heather Worth (Area) H                                             
Daphne Goddard (Area) DG                                      
Marjorie Rowe(Area)MR
Karima Ali(Area)KA

Fiona Stirling (Central)FS

Lillian Taylor (Area) LT                                                              

Trevor Ainsworth(Area) TA                                                  Absent
Michael Craven (Area)MC                                                   Wendy King
Benita Cook (S4 member)                                                  
Kevin Eason (Area)KE



	Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 17th November at Thetford Court

	1.
	Christa opened the meeting at 6.05pm and asked for any apologies. None received.

	

	2.
	Minutes – Minutes from 22nd September: Amendment under Matters Arising JW told the forum that he wanted the world ‘complained’ changed to ‘informed’, as his intention was to bring the matter to the attention of the forum. Also, in the last paragraph the word ‘complaint’ has been changed to ‘concerns’. The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate account. Minutes from 20th October: The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate account. 

Matters arising: DG informed the forum she had gone to Athol House with her letter from 2007 about the new front door informing her it was going to be fitted that September. It has been taken up with Peter May who has informed her it will be done in 3 month’s time. She is not happy about this as she has to charge at the front door to open it from the outside and has to put her finger through the letter box to open it from the inside. She has not been offered a carpenter to trim the door until the new door is in place. FS asked her if she had made a formal complain over the issue, DG stated that as she has been to complain about it she 


	

	
	felt that a formal complaint had already been made. Action: FS to take this up. 
With reference to the trees in Waterhouse Lane at the footbath – KE stated that all the trees along the footpath to town needed trimming back. This would be a CBC problem and they do cut the trees back twice a year. Action: need to be checked it has been done this year. 

JW spoke about the tenant auditors and the front doors. FS asked him not to as it was not part of an auditors function and she had checked this with Lynne Foster. JW was insistent this was the case. Action: FS to take this up again with LF. 

	

	3.

	Q.O.L 
FS apologised to AM for not having a space on the agenda for him. Action: AM to email FS in future. 

The flats in Delemere Road will have the wooden post fitted around the grass area to stop cars parking on them since the disabled lady who used to live there and had permission to park there has moved out.
A meeting has been arranged between AM and the headmaster of Highlands School in connection with the shops in Forest Drive and concerns about the amount of rubbish scattered around the area. AM has sat and watched the children from the school discarding wrappers there.

A post scam that is being carried out, whereby a car is put through the letter box as they have tried to deliver a parcel. The card asks you to ring this number: 0906661911, this is a high rate premium number and will cost you around £15.00. They receive your money, you receive nothing. If you receive one of those cards you should contact the Royal Mail Fraud Department on 0207 239 6955.
Andrews Place is to receive a target hardening approach to help combat the vandalisms. Shrubs are to be cut back and no ball game signs are to be erected. FS requested that if any of these issues are raised on a Wednesday Walkabout and that if these issues are also raised at the forum meetings, the forum should be told that they have already been raised on the WW. 

AM went through the ASB data with was due last month. It informs us of what ASB issues has arisen in each area. Handouts were left for everyone. AM informed us that the law has changed on domestic violence. If someone has been reported for this, instead of it being logged as an incident against just one partner they may have it will be logged to include all incidents against any partner they may have. This would give a true picture of a violent person and a chance for a new partner to find out what ort of person they are with. 
MC reported that the walls of his garage are leaking. Action: AM to report back to CHP about it. 
	

	4.

	Thank you to area forum
FS thanked all of the WC members for being so supportive. It has been noticed that nearly all of the WC always attended events held for WC. Refreshments had been delivered for everyone to enjoy later. FS wished all a Happy Christmas.

CB also thanked everyone for the attendance record at meetings. CB also thanked the officers of the CRF for all their hard work and for member to recognise that the forum does encroach up their own time and the dedication they give. The forum responded with a round of applause. 

A special thank you was given to HW for always making the teas/coffees and for always washing up. The forum presented her with a £10.00 gift voucher and card.

 
	

	5

	Action Plan

WC seems to work well in its present form. The forum was asked if they would like to continue to meet monthly. Action: WC voted unanimously in favour of continuing with monthly meetings. FS request the forum look at the time of the month in which they meet as it is very close to CRF meetings and this puts a strain on FS, MC and WC. KA also asked the forum to consider changing the day from Tuesday to another day of the week in February and March as she will be unable attend but would like to.

Widford Estate – it was felt that we need to launch something to target the area to inform the residents that they are part of us. Suggestions: Hiring the Village Hall next to the pub, holding an open meeting with refreshments, leaflet dropping the area so CHP residents know when the meeting is. Action: FS to produce flyer and book the hall sometime in Spring. 
WC will work closely with Longmeads House in connection with future events so that we can link up with them.


	

	6

	Update on progress made this year
This was held over until the January meeting as time was running out and the Thank You was a priority.
Break for refreshments.

A raffle (a box of goodies) had been arranged by CB and everyone had received a raffle ticket. The raffle was won by FS
	

	7
	Donation to RSPCA

A photo shoot was held on 4th November with Mick and Daphne attending. This has been put on the CRF website with a cheque for £100 being presented to the chairman of Mid Essex Branch, Roger Whitcutt.


	 

	8
	Longmeads

Longmeads House had recently applied to the CRF for funding which had been granted to help keep the building up to the fire and health and safety standards that were needed. They are arranging a cheese and wine event in January 2010 and WC have been invited along. We can present the cheque awarded to them from the CRF along with the officers of the CRF. Action: date to be confirmed. 

	

	9
	Central Forum Report

FS gave a brief summary of the central forum report that will be sent out with the minutes. 

Grounds Maintenance – CHP felt that it may be an idea for residents to pay an amount calculated in relation to the size of the area. That would mean those who live in a property with a large communal area/green would pay more than those who live an area with a small communal area/green. The CRF had voted unanimously against this as residents do not have say in this when they begin a tenancy.
Anti Social Behaviour Support Group – It will start by putting a step by step guide on the CRF website to inform residents of what to do. A working party is being set up and anyone who has had experience of things going wrong are being asked to join it.
Constitution/AGM and Resident Conference – A lot of work has been done on the constitution, mostly updating the out-of-date job titles and changing it to how we work under the new framework. Most of the alterations have been agreed at Central Forum but it has been proposed that we change the length of the term of office and the time of year in which we hold the elections. These major changed will have to go to an EGM. We will hold out AGM in November each year. Next year’s AGM has been booked for the 13th November at the Essex Records Office along with the Resident Conference. This was decided because this year’s conference was so successful.

Hard to each groups – CHP have asked the CRF if it would consider ways of engaging with the hard to reach groups. The CRF have agreed to hold a gathering with refreshments in the spring. CHP will obviously need to invite those residents for us. Action: KA has agreed to be involved. 
	

	10
	Any Other Business
Writtle (around Hunts Drive) has seen an increase in youth problems over the last month. The corner of Hunts Close has a school bus parked there most nights. The door was wide open and the radio left switched on. The police were informed. Also, the mini-motorbike rider is out again. AM stated it is a police matter and they should be informed. FS states it is not always convenient to call them at the time when it happens. Action: AM will inform the police it is a hot spot at the moment. 
DG reported that every time she walks down past Crampton flats there is a couple having a blazing row. Action: AM will report this. 
Many of the member thanks the CRF for the refreshments and states how good the food was. JW asked for there to be diabetic food in future.

Michael/Benita apologised that they will not be at the January meeting.


	

	11.
	Next Meetings:-  Tuesday  26th January       Thetford Court    6.00-8.00p.m

Thursday 25th February    Thetford court     6.00-8.00                                                                         Thursday  25th March        Thetford Court    6.00-8.00 

                               Tuesday 27th April   Widford Village Hall    5.30-7.30

                               Tuesday  1st June             Thetford Court    6.00-8.00   

                               Tuesday  29th June           Thetford Court    6.00-8.00

                               Tuesday 27th July              Thetford Court   6.00-8.00

                               Tuesday  31st August        Thetford Court   6.00-8.00

                               Tuesday  28th September  Thetford Court   6.00-8.00

                               Tuesday  26th October       Thetford Court   6.00-8.00

                               Tuesday  7th December      Thetford Court   6.00-8.00 

.
	


Please note that the only time we can get Widford Village Hall is an evening as above. Fully booked every night apart from Sunday. 
Signed as true record: ………………………………………………




 Christa Bringloe

Dated: ……………………………..
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